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FROM OUR PASTORS 

A word from Chris 

Sisters and brothers – it‘s the Season of Resurrection.   

 

So many lovely expectations abound.  We all expect the music and the flowers and the 

friendship, and that‘s all wonderful.  We look forward to the lilies (and even the 

sneezes) and the trumpets.  We expect to see children in fresh new outfits, running on 

the grassy yards and gathering up brightly colored eggs.   

 

And yet, don't let any of that fool you.  Resurrection isn‘t about expectations.  We'll ex-

pect to hear about Jesus‘ Resurrection – and that we will.  But, my guess is that most of 

you have heard that part before.  Defying all our expectations, however, is that this story 

is not so much about Jesus‘ Resurrection as it is a story about our own. 

  

It‘s Easter – and its time to get up and come out of the tomb.  In the Reformed tradition, 

every Sunday is Easter Sunday – every Sunday we celebrate the Resurrection – and so 

every Sunday we ought to be leaving our own tombs farther and farther in the dust.  It‘s 

time to leave our expectations behind.  Jesus has gone on ahead of us, and is yearning 

for us to catch up. 

 

The resurrection to which Easter calls us – our own – requires that we prepare to find 

God where God is, by opening ourselves to the world around us with seeing eyes and 

listening ears. 

  

At Easter, Jesus comes to us not out of the tomb, where he was expected to be (indeed, 

no one ever saw him alive again in a tomb) but Jesus comes to us fully raised up in min-

istry—and he speaks his gospel of Life: Do not be afraid.  Go and tell. 

  

That means that we must be prepared to be surprised by God in strange places, like 

death valleys, and graveyards, and execution chambers, and prison cells and beds of 

pain, and mud huts, and halls of justice, and bars, and back alleys, the hell holes of war, 

the sanctuaries of peace, the caves of fear, the pits of depression and the trails of tears. 

  

That means that God will meet us in ways and in places we never thought we‘d see and 

through words we never thought we‘d hear.  We must allow others – even those whom 

we have until now refused to consider – to open our hearts to things we do not expect. 
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It means putting down the social fears that insulate us from one another.  It requires that we 

clean our from our vocabulary the words that speak of our contempt for ―liberals,‖ our frus-

tration with ―radicals,‖ and our disdain for ―conservatives.‖  To live a resurrection life pre-

sumes that we will reach out to each other – to immigrants and those of any color; to the 

strangers, the prisoners, and the poor; to the different and indifferent all around us; to gay 

and straight, to able and disabled, to the strong and the weak, the far and the near – so that 

we can see visions with them; and cry in pain and for justice with them; and see what stones 

we can move from the front of their tombs. 

 

To live a resurrection life means we reach out with compassion, kindness, humility and 

quiet strength.  It means we are quick to offer forgiveness to others, it means we act with 

love more often than we could ever imagine toward more people that we would ever expect. 

  

To live a resurrection life means we are willing to let our expectations rest in the tomb, fol-

lowing God wherever God leads… 

  

Ultimately, Easter is not simply a time of celebration.  It is that, but it is also a time of deci-

sion.  Are we serious about living this resurrection life, and acting like it? 

  

Perhaps our eyes need to be open for the angels which still sit atop life‘s many tombs.  Per-

haps our ears need to be open as they tell us yet again – Jesus is not here, but is going on 

ahead of us. 

  

The promise is true and the news is good.  Christ is Risen!  And he still goes on ahead of us, 

beyond all our expectations.  Dear friends, let us leave behind our own tombs and follow.   

 

God's peace in the journey, 



4  

 
 
 
 
 
 

April 5 – Palm Sunday Services:8:30 and 10:45 a.m.  
  

April 9 – Maundy Thursday Tenebrae service at 7:30 p.m. 
  

April 10 – Good Friday, Sanctuary open from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.  
for meditation. 

  
Easter – April 12 

Sunrise Service at 6 a.m. at Wilken’s Farm (1313 Whitehill Rd)   
followed by breakfast in the barn 

Easter Services 8:30 and 10:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service - April 9 at 7:30  

What is a Tenebrae Service? 
 The word ‗tenebrae‘ is Latin for shadows. The purpose of the tenebrae service is to rec-

reate the emotional aspects of the passion story. This is not supposed to be a happy service, be-

cause the occasion is not happy. The service was originally designed for Good Friday, but it can 

also be used for Maundy Thursday as well. 

 The service begins in shadows, bursting into light with the lighting of the Christ candle. 

Several passages of scripture are read, along with commentary, announcing the calling of the 

twelve disciples. As each disciple is called, one more candle is lit. We then read Jesus‘s charge 

to the disciples and his sending them out. 

 As the disciples return and Jesus gathers them around the table for the last supper, we 

too remember his words and gather with them. Following the meal and the singing of a hymn, 

we journey out into the garden with Jesus and the twelve and wait.  

 Additional scripture is read recounting Judas‘s betrayal, the disciples falling away, and 

Peter‘s denial. After each reading, candles are snuffed out, leaving only the Christ candle burn-

ing. Since this is Maundy Thursday, and not Good Friday, the Christ candle is taken out of the 

room, leaving us in darkness. The service ends with the reading of the haunting words of Psalm 

51, and we leave in silence, awaiting the surprised shouts on Easter Sunday morning. 

We hope you will join us on Thursday, April 9, at 7:30 PM. 
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Regular Worship Schedule 

8:30 a.m. Worship (Communion on the 1st Sunday of the month) 

 9:30 a.m. Church School & Adult Education 

10:45 a.m. Worship, (Communion on the 1st Sunday of the month) 

12 noon . Service for Healing on the 3rd Sunday of each month 

Easter Flowers may be ordered to celebrate the joy of Easter, in memory 

of a loved one or in celebration of a special event.  This year lilies, tulips and 

daffodils are available for $16 each.  To order, fill out this form and return it to 

the Church Office or you may call in your order to the Church Office, 245-2186.  

Orders must be received by Wednesday April 2. 

 

Name                                                                                                     

 

Plant Preference:  Lily ($16)               Tulip ($16)               Daffodil ($16)                

 

Inscription for Bulletin: __________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount Enclosed $                     

 

Flowers may be picked up after 11:45 a.m. on Easter or left for the following Sunday. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

On April 12, our special Easter offering will be collected.  The Easter of-

fering is one of a few offerings collected throughout the year that  are des-

ignated to specific projects or causes by the Mission Commission of our 

church. This year, proceeds from the Easter offering will be divided be-

tween two organizations, My Second Home and Rural and Migrant Min-

istry. My Second Home offers a safe, enriching and nurturing program for 

seniors in need of care during the day. Funds from our offering will go toward the scholarship 

fund that enables more seniors to takes part in this unique program. Rural and Migrant Ministry 

is an interfaith organization serving rural and migrant people in New York since 1981 through 

programs of youth empowerment, education, and accompaniment. The mission of RMM is to 

overcome the prejudices and poverty that degrade and debilitate all members of our society, by 

building communities that celebrate diversity, achieve true mutuality and offer dignity and op-

portunity to all.  
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 Mark Your Calendars 

Prayer Shawl Group - April 1 at 9:30 

a.m., April 22 at 10:30 a.m. 
This group meets right before the morning 

women‘s circle on the first Wednesday of the 

month at 9 a.m. and on the third Wednesday at 

10:30 a.m.  Call Marianna Sherman at 737-

8294. 
 

Women’s Bible Study Morning  
Circle - April 1 
 The morning Women‘s Circle meets in 

the lounge (Room 15) at 10:30 a.m. (the first 

Wednesday of the month).  All women are in-

vited to join.   

 Their study is entitled, “Above and 

Beyond: Hearing God's Call in Jonah and 

Ruth” by Carol Bechtel, an Old Testament 

professor.  Please call Kathy Anderson (603-

3408) if you have any questions.   

The Knit Togethers 
Next Meeting Dates: April 13 & 27, May 11 

 Recently, we gave 20 scarves to the 

residents of the YWCA in White Plains with 

help from Ann Timmons.  Thanks Ann for 

your help. 

 We continue knitting lap blankets, 

baby items, and children's hats and mittens. 

 Our meetings are held on alternate 

Mondays, 10:00am to 11:30am, in Lounge 15.  

All who knit are welcome. Join us in the joy of 

creating and giving to others.  For information 

call Norean Radke (962-4370) or Lois Ostling 

(962-2809). 

 

Seniors’ Lunch Bunch  
will meet at on April 15 at 12 noon for lunch 

in Fellowship Hall.   Lunch is potluck.  Every-

one bring a dish to share. 

Confirmation Class  
Confirmation Mentor - Youth Gatherings will be held Sunday evenings, from 7-

8:30, on April 19 and May 10, in the lounge 15. The confirmation class will meet 

with Russ from 7-8 p.m. on April 26, May 10 and May 31 in the Lounge 15.  On 

June 2, they will be with the Elders for dinner at 6:30 p.m.  On June 7, they will 

take part in the Confirmation Service at 10:45 a.m. 

Inquirer’s Classes -April 26, May 10 & 31 

Beginning Sunday, April 26 and continuing May 10 & 31, visitors who would 

like to learn more about our church and its ministries and perhaps consider be-

coming members, will meet with Russ and several of our elders. Called In-

quirer‘s Groups, the purpose is to meet others who are new to the church, learn 

who we are, and how you might become more involved. The group will meet from 9:30 to 10:30 

in Russ‘s study. Attendance at all three is not mandatory, but strongly encouraged. On May 31, 

those who decide to join will meet with the elders at 9:30 and be welcomed into membership at 

the 10:45 service. If you have questions or would like to attend, please call the church office, 

245-2186, and talk with Barbara. 
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Spring Concert - Sunday, April 26
th 

at 3:00  

The final concert in the 2008-09 Sunday Afternoon Concert Series will be performed on April 

26th at 3:00 p.m. The concert will feature several choral works by Rachmaninoff and A Little 

Jazz Mass by Bob Chilcott. The concert will be directed by Simona Frenkel and feature the adult 

choir and percussionist. 

 

Rachmaninoff was a Russian composer, pianist and conductor, and one of the finest pianists of 

his time. His compositions are considered by some to the last great representation of Russian 

late romanticism in classical music, filled with sweeping melodies and harmonies. Rachman-

inoff‘s Six Choruses for Women’s Voices is a seldom performed work featuring a virtuoso piano 

accompaniment. Composed between 1895 and 1896, Rachmaninoff wrote this work for the 

Maryinksy Ladies School to pay off his debts! It was rarely performed until 1973 due to its sup-

pression by the Soviet authorities for its religious subject and symbolism. Simona Frenkel , a 

native of Kiev in the Ukraine, brings a special understanding to the music of Rachmaninoff, and 

several of the concert works are performed in Russian. The second half of the concert features 

Bob Chilcott‘s bluesy ―A Little Jazz Mass‖ with full chorus, piano and percussion. 

 

Please join us for this romantic and jazzy afternoon of music. There will be a reception in Fel-

lowship Hall following the performance .  

NetWorkers Mother’s Day  

Project Cards on Sale  

Once again this year the First Presbyterian 

Church of Yorktown will be participating in 

the NetWorkers‘s Malaria Prevention Pro-

gram.  Mother‘s Day cards will be available 

starting April 26 up to Mother‘s Day on May 

10.  A suggested donation of $10 provides at 

least one mosquito net and educational mate-

rial.  Malaria causes more than one million 

deaths each year in Africa, mostly in children 

under the age of five and in pregnant 

women.  Insecticide–treated nets along with 

malaria prevention education has helped to sig-

nificantly reduce these numbers. Watch for 

more information. 

         Squeegee Mills and Marsha Henderson 

It’s not too early to think about 
Vacation Bible School 2009 

June 29 to July 10, 9:00 to 12:00 - Monday 

through Friday here at the First Presbyterian 

Church.  

 Classes are available for preschool 

through grade 6. $20 per child, $45 max per 

family. Teachers and helpers are always 

needed. Child care is provided for volunteers 

with younger children. Enrollment forms will 

be coming out in April - please save the dates 

and plan on joining us for songs, stories, 

snacks and games. It‘s a celebration! 

 Questions?  Please contact Barbara 

Santagata 528-5226 or Liz Gilbert 739-4235. 
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COMMISSION CORNER  

Communications Commission 
Audio Recordings of Worship Services now on FPCY Website  

Have you missed a Worship Service -- but would still like to hear it? You 

can now find audio recordings of our Services on the FPCY website at 

www.fpcyorktown.org. Click on the "This Week" button on the left-hand 

side of the page to access this week's recording, plus the Worship Bulletin 

and the weekly church calendar. Past weeks are available from the link at 

the top of the same page. 

 

Announcements Email List 
Do you know about the church "announcements" email list? This is an email-based system for 

sending alerts to the church community. These alerts can be anything from deaths within our 

church family to Worship Service schedule changes due to snow. Email frequency varies but 

typically is once per month or less. Signing up is simple -- just send an email to 

FPCY_Annnounce-subscribe@googlegroups.com and your email address will be added to the 

list. What you'll get is church notices occasionally arriving in your email. 

 

New Email Address for Disciple Submissions: fpcy_disciple@googlegroups.com 
Use this just as you would any other email address to  submit articles for upcoming issues of the 

Disciple. Your submission will automatically reach both Barbara Darragh, in the church office, 

and Stephanie Hare, the Disciple editor, with just one click of the send button.  

 

Operations Commission 
Dick Seymour continues to move forward with a variety of projects--from getting bids on fixing 

the steeple to sweeping up all the sand and grit in the paved areas left by the snow plows this 

winter. 

Please remember to DRIVE SLOWLY on the unpaved parts of our parking lots. 

     Barbara Darragh for the Operations Commission. 

 

Congregational Life Commission 

Pat Prauda served this at the Talent Show and was asked by many to share the recipe which she 

got from another church‘s cookbook. 

Easy Punch 

2 quarts 7-up, chilled 

1 quarts sherbet (any flavor) 

1 large can pineapple juice, chilled 

Mix ingredients.  To increase quantity, add two or more quarts of 7-Up and 1 more quart of 

sherbet without adding extra pineapple juice.  The beauty of this punch is that you can make it 

any color, depending on the sherbet you use. 
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First Presbyterian Yorktown Goes Green 

 Although the green of  St. Patrick‘s Day is past, the green planet we 

live on, and that we read in the first pages of the Bible was created very good by 

God, is not as beautiful or colored as vibrantly healthy as it was ―in the begin-

ning‖.  Jesus‘ story about the property owner who goes away leaving his ser-

vants in charge can be read as our charge to be responsible for a green earth.  

We may well have heard enough about what is happening to the environment.  

Having heard the Good news about what God has done and what has since hap-

pened to the earth, more and more of us would like to do what we can at home, in our neighbor-

hoods and at our church to make the atmosphere and the land livable for generations unborn.  

We read in Psalm 24:1 ―The earth is the Lord‘s and all that is in it.‖  In Genesis 1 and 2, ―God 

created the Earth and it was good.  God created humankind and put them on the Earth to care for 

it.‖   Something happened!  We have not fulfilled our mandate.  We need to work on the care 

of the Lord‘s Earth. 

With this in mind the session has pledged to support our church‘s move to living and 

working into a Green Care Mode.  The Mission Commission granted $200 of its budget to begin 

some of the necessary things to help our church family become better stewards of God‘s world. 

        Continued on page 12 

Dessert and Coffee Makers are needed for Coffee Hour.  The coffee 

hour is a special ministry that takes place after each of the services on Sun-

day.  Volunteers are needed to set up and clean up . Check the white binder on 

the coffee hour table or in the kitchen for instructions and sign up sheets.  If  

you are baking goodies at home and have some leftovers, put them in the 

freezer in the church kitchen.  They will be put to good use for coffee hour desserts.  Please call 

Marianna Sherman (737-8294)  with any questions. 

 

Mission Commission 
Amnesty International - In February we sent appeals on behalf of political prisoners in  

Myanmar.   Officials there have announced the release of 24 such prisoners,  encouraging news 

as we continue to campaign for individuals at risk. 

Our next letter writing will be on April 19.  All are invited to participate. 

        Carol Myers 

Jan Peek Volunteers 

April 25: Shulman family and Girl Scout Troop 1492  May 23: ??? 

 The 4th Saturday of each month, we provide dinner at Peekskill‘s Jan Peek House (a 

shelter for 19 men and women, which is part of Caring for the Homeless of Peekskill, C.H.O.P.).  

It is rewarding to share food and conversation with the residents and it is an important part of 

our congregation‘s ministry to the community.  Information and sign-up list are on the SIGN-UP 

bulletin board by the Fellowship Hall doors.  Contact: Bud Coccodrilli (245-6475). 

 A big thanks to Barbara Humphrey & Barbara Santagata for the March dinner. 
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                         SUNDAY          MONDAY         TUESDAY             WEDNESDAY        THURSDAY        FRIDAY              SATURDAY 

        

      
  
  

  
 

  
  

  
 

  
1 
Prayer Shawl group – 9:30 

Women’s Circle- Bible study 

10:30 AM in the Lounge 

  
Bible Study 7:30-9 Room 15 

  

  
2 
  
  
Bell choir – 6:30 
Choir  - 8:00 
All are welcome to join 
  

  
3 
  
  
Friday Night 
at the movies 
SHADOWLANDS 
7:30 Fellowship Hall 

4 
  
  

  
5  Lord’s Supper 

    PALM SUNDAY 

Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 

9:30 - Church School – various rooms 
9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 
Youth Group to NYC – meet at 12:30 

  
6 
  
  
  

  
7 

  
8 
  
  
  
  
  
Bible Study 7:30-9 Room 15 

  
9 
  
  
  
Bell choir – 6:30 
Choir  - 8:00 
All are welcome to join 

  
10 

  
11 
Food Pantry 9 -11am  
Volunteers load bags from 8-9 am 
  

  
12  EASTER 

Sunrise Service 6am at Wilken’s farm 
Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 

  

  
13 
  
KNIT TOGETHER 
10-11:30 in the lounge 
  

  
14 

  
15 
  
  

Senior Lunch Bunch 

Pot Luck 

Fellowship Hall at 12:00 

  
16 
  

  
  
Bell choir – 6:30 
Choir  - 8:00 
All are welcome to join 

  
17 
  
  
  

  
18 
  
  

  
19 
Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 

9:30 - Church School – various rooms 
9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 
YOUTH GROUP MEETING 12:00 – ROOM 17 
Confirmation Mentor group 7-8:00 Room 15 

  
20 
  
  
  
  

  
21 
  
  
  

  
22 
 

Prayer Shawl group – 9:30 

  
  
  
  

  
23 
  
 
Bell choir – 6:30 
Choir  - 8:00 
All are welcome to join 

  
24 
  
  

  
25 
Food Pantry 9 -11am  
Volunteers load bags from 8-9 am 
  

  

  
26 
Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 

9:30 - Church School – various rooms 
9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 
Spring Concert- 3pm in the Sanctuary 

  

27 
  
KNIT TOGETHER 
10-11:30 in the lounge 
  

28 
  

  

  29 
 
  
  

  
30 
  
  
Bell choir – 6:30 
Choir  - 8:00 
All are welcome to join 

  
  

  
28 
  
  

April  

 

First Presbyterian Church 
of Yorktown 
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Food Pantry  

Next Dates: April 11 & 25; May 9 & 23; June 13 & 27  

Hours:  9 a.m. to 11a.m. 

Volunteers to help load bags from 8-9 a.m. are always appreciated.   

Call Peter Marsh 845-526-4226  if you would like to help out one Saturday. 

Food Pantry Always Needs:   
Instant coffee Tea  Cereal  Pasta  Spaghetti sauce 

Peanut butter Soup  Cookies Crackers Paper products  

Toothpaste Soap  Diapers Personal hygiene products  

Paper and Plastic shopping bags  

 Your monetary contributions are also appreciated.  We ―shop‖ at Food Pantry of West-

chester where a dollar will buy more food than you can imagine, thanks to government and cor-

porate donations. We now have a ―matching‖ Trust Fund that will double the effectiveness of 

every dollar we donate to the Food Pantry.  Let's make good use of this wonderful gift. 

 We again thank Phyllis Cohen and the Social Action Committee of the Yorktown 

Jewish Center for their donation of canned goods and food. 

  The Brasserie Swiss Will Donate $10 to the Food Pantry for each church member who 

has dinner at the restaurant, which is located at 118 Croton Avenue in Ossining. 

“Green” continued from page 9 

The cost of paper and plastic products for our fellowship adventures is costly.  A green 

bag with a sign invites us to put our plastic flatware in the bag to be recycled.     We‘ve begun to 

ceramic mugs are being used for coffee hour.  They are washed, scalded and readied for the  

following week.  Thus far the dishwasher has been Dick Mills.  We are investigating the possi-

bility of having our commercial dishwasher up and running to help with this process.  Sam 

Ward, a newer church member, researched the cost of a new dishwasher ($1,000).  In the mean-

time we are looking into the cost of repairing the one we now own to see which is the better so-

lution. 

Pat Prauda and Nancy Caswell have been investigating paper products made from bio-

friendly materials.  These are twice the cost of our usual products, so we are still using the less 

costly way while investigating a ―greener‖ alternative. 

Peter Szuta, our custodian, is considering the use of less caustic commercial materials 

for cleaning purposes.  The use of fluorescent light bulbs is being looked at. 

 Carl Anderson suggested that a list of all congregation members who have e-mail be 

assembled and those who choose receive The Disciple on line. 

We are taking baby steps, but we are stepping.  Your help and ideas are solicited.  See 

or call Squeegee Mills (845)621-3178 or Pat Prauda (914)737-4674.  First Presbyterian York-

town is on its way to become better stewards of God‘s earth. 
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Deaconõs Report 

For the past few months, your reporter has been focusing on a different ministry of the 

Deacons.  The Deacons are the group of the Church who reach out to the members of 

the Congregation and the Community by there participation in  various ministries.  

Members of the Congregation can and do participate in these various ministries such as 

Food Pantry, Loaves and Fishes.  This month we are focusing of the "Contact to the 

Homebound" from the members of that committee. 

 

Home/Hospital Visitation 

Our mission is to make phone calls as well as home/hospital visits to those of the con-

gregation who are alone and need or would like personal contact and comfort.  Within 

five weeks we visited nine persons from the congregation either in their homes or at 

assisted living locations or hospitals in Northern Westchester including: Cortlandt, 

Country House, Holy Comforter, Seabury, Springvale Inn, and Hudson Valley Hospital.  

Our aim is to let those visited know what is going on in the Church, see if there is any-

thing that the Church can do for them and just let them know that The First Presbyterian 

Church of Yorktown is thinking of them and that our prayers are with them. 

  

We ask you to let us know of those we could visit.  It is understood some have greater 

needs that others;  we attempt to be discrete in our visits, some of which may be just to 

say "hi" for a few minutes or some  to visit for an hour in length. 

    Submitted by Chuck Radke, Mable Seymour (Chair) 

                                                         _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 

This month the Bereavement Committee assisted in 3 Bereavement Receptions.  The 

Committee, chaired by Kathy Anderson, wishes to give a big thank you to Pat Prauda 

and Heidi Haring for assisting in the reception for Victor Wright; Peter Marsh, Rita 

Childs, Fran Schiel, Florence Ross, Sue Minzer, Mabel Seymour, Gloria Coccodrilli for 

their help at the reception for Jerry Dineen; and Mariana Sherman for her help with the 

reception for Ted Zuckerman. 

 

At our March Deacon's Meeting, an upcoming Blood Drive was discussed for May 9th.  

Please contact Ryan Mulcahy for information. 

 

The success of our ministries does depend on the Congregation's participation.  If you 

can help out in anyway, please do take the time to fill out the pink sheet "Can You 

Help" and put it in the offering plate or drop it off to the office. 

      Blessings to all. 

      Louise Fang 
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Youth News 

FOR MORE INFORMATION,  
Call Heidi Haring, Youth Coordinator, at 737-9047: 

Look on the Youth Bulletin Board for more info. 

Regular Meetings: 
  
April 5:  trip to NYC, Wax Museum 
  
April 19:  Cancelled due to confirmation related activities 
  
May  1:   12:30--2:30  lunch and meeting, activity TBA after bells 
   
EXTRA:  Friday, April 24 at 6:00: Food Pantry packing  with dinner and games, etc.  
  
Saturday, May 9th   Youth help at the Blood Drive   

Session Notes 

The Session held its regular meeting on March 3, 2009.  The meeting began with joys and 

concerns. The session received reports from the clerk, the pastor and the commissions. 

 

The Clerk of Session received a thank you note from the Student Movement for Change, the 

group for which Andrew Winget raised money on behalf of the church.  We also received 

thanks for the ―white gifts‖. 

 

We spent time discussion the Church Information Form.  Susan Andrews, General Presbyter 

of the Hudson River Presbytery, joined us and provided feedback on the form.  She told us 

it was ―the best she had seen‖ which of course made us all very proud of our Pastor Nomi-

nating Committee. 

 

Each of the Commissions provided reports. We approved the budget for the Yorktown Pres-

byterian Preschool.  We were reminded that we will have a Tenebrae Communion service at 

7:30 on April 9th and an Easter dawn service at Wilkens‘ Farm at 6 AM. 

 

We adjourned with prayer.  Our next regular session meeting will be on April 7 at 7:30 PM. 
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From the History of our Congregation 

As April 2009 is upon us, looking back just one year to April of 2008 was the marking of tenth 

year of the dedication of the new expansion.  Dedication of the new building was April 26, 

1998. 

 

Here is some of the time line: 

1994  Mission Study 

1995  Expansion needs task force to explore facilities needs 

January 1996 Congregation approves expansion needs and votes to proceed, hires architect 

April 1996 Congregation votes to expand; plans for capital fund campaign and engages 

  architect 

January 1997 Congregation begins a capital fund campaign 

June 1997 Congregation votes to proceed, estimated cost 1.3 million 

July 1977 Construction begins 

February 3, 1998 Church receives Certificate of Occupancy 

April 26, 1998  Dedication 

 

The original structure, 2,400 square feet, expanded by an additional 6,300 square feet. 

 

More Facts: 

¶ First Parish House‘s roof collapsed Sunday, February 1, 1948. 

¶ New Hall started in 1948 - 1949 and finished in 1950.  There is a picture posted on the His-

tory Bulletin Board.  Most of the labor on this building was done by members of the church, 

including Arthur Lee. 

¶ Another addition added an education/office building in 1956; further addition to C.E. build-

ing in 1961.   

¶ Picture and information is posted on bulletin board with regards to the 1997 expansion.  

Some newspaper articles and pictures that members took. 

 

I will look into the war years of the 1940‘s and how it involves the church.  Remember, ―The 

only thing new in the church is the history you don‘t know.‖ 

        Dick Hunter 

******************************************************* 
The Furniture Sharehouse - Westchester’s Furniture Bank is holding a county-

wide furniture donation day on Saturday, April 25 from 9 - 2.  They are seeking furniture in 

good condition that will be distributed to families in need across Westchester. Volunteers are 

also needed for the event. For drop-off locations and more information about the Sharehouse, 

see their website: www.furnituresharehouse.org or call 914-834-1294. 
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Christian Education 

Church School Chalkboard 

In April, the curriculum focuses on ―Images of Jesus in Art”.  The oldest art as-

sociated with Jesus Christ is the ichthus.  It represents the titles of Jesus:  Jesus 

Christ, Son of God, Savior.  When the first letters of each of those words in 

Greek are put together, they spell fish.  Thus the symbol of the fish is associated 

with Jesus Christ. 

  

For the first fifteen centuries of the church, the Bible was only in the hands of the priests.  

As the general population was illiterate, the Church was the sponsor of fine art to teach the 

faith story to the parishioners.  Stained glass windows, sculpture, painting, iconography, 

mosaics and music were all modes for the expression of Christ as the foundation of Chris-

tian faith. 

  

The Resurrection sets the stage for an image of Christ to appear in forms that can be recog-

nized.  When Thomas doubts even in the face of eye witness testimony, Jesus appeared and 

stood among them.  ―Put your finger here and see my hands.  Reach out your hand and put 

it in my side.  Do not doubt but believe.‖  Thomas answered him, ―My Lord and my god!‖  

Jesus said to him, ―Have you believed because you have seen me?  Blessed are those who 

have not seen and yet come to believe.‖ (John 20:24-29)    

 

Notes: 
****There will be no church school on Easter Sunday, April 12th. 

 

**On April 19th, our third grade children will depart from their usual workshop rotation 

and will begin to attend ―Bible Skills‖ classes.  They will meet each week in Room 2 from 

9:30-10:30.  Our preschoolers will join our rotation schedule for this eight week period and 

will have a chance to experience what the upcoming years will bring them! 

 

**We will be seeking volunteers for the 2009/2010 church school staff during April.  If 

you would like to volunteer or if you have any questions, please contact Suzy Rishel or 

Beth Gruber.   

    

   Suzy Rishel and Beth Gruber, Church School Superintendents  
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Flowers in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings are a wonderful way to mark a 

special occasion, honor a love one, or celebrate the beauty of creation.   

April 5 (Palm Sunday) and April 26 are available. Arrangements are $25 each.  

Please call the office to order flowers (245-2186). 

April Adult Education 

(all Adult Ed programs meet in the Library-Lounge) 

Friday night at the movies . . .  
SHADOWLANDS 

This award-winning 1993 film stars Anthony Hopkins as C.S. Lewis, and  

Debra Winger as the love of his life, the poet Joy Davidman.  

Friday, April 3, 7:30 p.m. 

 

LENTEN STUDIES CONTINUE 
 

SOWING TEARS, REAPING JOY . . .   

THE BIBLE AND BRAHMS’ REQUIEM 

STUDY LED BY REV. RUSS FEROE 

Follow one of the most exquisite works of sacred music on a tour of Biblical  

texts about death, grief, the brevity of life, and faith for here and hereafter.  

[Study guide is $14; CD of Brahms Requiem performed by the Royal Philharmonic Or-

chestra is $10 (purchase is optional). Order materials and/or sign up for the study on the 

poster in the Gathering Space.] 

Wednesday evenings, 7:30 p.m., April 1, 8 
 

THE LAST WEEK . . . 

A DAY BY DAY ACCOUNT OF JESUS’ FINAL WEEK IN JERUSALEM 

by Marcus J. Borg and John Dominic Crossan 

STUDY CO-LED BY REV. CHRIS SHELTON & SHAWN CRIBARI 

Using the gospel of Mark as their guide, Borg and Crossan begin their story on Palm Sun-

day and end with Easter Sunday. (The book can be purchased from Amazon for $16.00.) 

Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m., April 5 and May 3 

 

Sunday mornings, April 19 & 26: Program to be announced.  Watch the bulletin. 
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From the church office 

 We will be glad to visit you, or your 

family, if you are in the hospital, and also re-

spect your wishes if it turns out that when we 

arrive, it is not to be a good time to visit. But 

YOU need to be sure to tell one of us, or the 

office, when you are in the hospital. We are 

NOT notified by the hospital, nor will they 

give us any details of the reason for your visit. 

The concern for patient‘s confidentiality has 

increased dramatically. 

 Along with that concern for confidenti-

ality, all of us need to be careful in sharing 

prayer concerns in the worship on Sunday. Our 

service is public and is often tape-recorded. We 

need to be certain that we have someone‘s per-

mission before using their name in the service, 

and even then, to respect their privacy and not 

give out all the details of the illness or the 

treatment. For our prayers it is often enough to 

know that someone is in a particular hospital. If 

you wish to tell one of the pastors more details, 

that should be done after the service in a more 

private setting. We certainly want to continue 

our tradition of caring for each other and up-

holding each other in prayer, but we also need 

to respect each other‘s privacy and dignity.

  

     Russ 

Hospital Visitations and Prayer Concerns 

Thank You To: 
Sue Enright for printing and folding bulletins and Disciples. 

Sally Martin for helping to collate bulletins and do mailings. 

Pat Prauda for help with mailings and bulletins. 

 

Offering Envelopes:  If you have filled out a commitment card, your 2009 offering envelopes 

are in the reverse pew in the back of the Sanctuary.  Please pick yours up. 

 

Address changes or corrections: Please call 245-2186 anytime, or write the church office 

now!!  Our email is office@fpcyorktown.org. 

For those wanting additional copies of the Pictorial Directory, they are available in the Church 

Office for $5. 

Yorktown Presbyterian Preschool has open-

ings for our Fall 2009 programs: 2's thru 4's. Please call 

962-8712 for info and share with friends. 



 19 

 

The Disciple  
 

 
 
 

2009 
 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF YORKTOWN 

2880 Crompond Road 
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 

914-245-2186 
Fax/Care Line 245-2313 

e-mail: office@fpcyorktown.org 
Web Page:  http://www.fpcyorktown.org 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

 

Pastors: 
Russell H. Feroe, Interim 

 

Disciple Editor: Stephanie Hare 
Collation & Distribution: Peg Bertsch, 

Ruth Deemer, Suzanne Enright, Ray & Jan Gunther, Dick & Barbara Hunter, Cheryl Lodewick, 
Kay Lieberman, Sally Martin, Fran Proceller, Fran Schiel, Chuck &  

Norean Radke, Dot Slechta, 
Calendar by Barbara Santagata 

 

Disciple is published monthly, Sept.-June. 
Submit copy to the Church Office 

or by email to fpcy_disciple@googlegroups.com 
by the third Sunday of each month 
for the next monthõs issue. 

 
Next Disciple deadline:  

April  19 for the May issue. 


