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FROM OUR PASTORS
A word from Chwiy

The first thing you noticed, upon entering the house, was the smell. Mold, must,
mildew. The air was heavy with seven months of silence and sadness. There, just a few
hundred feet from the sea wall in Galveston, the waters had risen four feet during the hurri-
cane. The walls couldn’t keep it out. We were there to strip them back to the studs — back
to where they started — letting go of moldy yesterday and giving way to a hopeful tomorrow.

We never met the owners. Instead, we encountered bits and pieces of their lives —
an old driver’s license, a birthday card, a stack of calendars, a list of phone numbers, a box
of Rice-a-Roni, a wedding dress. Frozen in time, locked in yesterday, witnessing more to
what was than what could be, it was a ghostly place.

Above the water line, but still weathered by years and weathered by the weather, a
light switch held out a prayer for the place — “God Bless our Home.” The prayer would not
go unanswered.

In the room where the disciples gathered in Luke 24:36-48, it smelled a bit like yes-
terday, too — the air heavy with sadness and fear. There on that first Easter Sunday — while
Jesus was busy knocking over gravestones — they hid behind walls. The preceding days had
overwhelmed them — they were deluged with doubt and despair. The rumor had reached
them — that his body was not in the tomb — that some women had seen strange visions — that
travelers on the road to Emmaus had walked in his presence unawares. But still they shut
themselves away...talking, and talking, and talking to themselves...as if they thought that
finding the right words would solve everything. (Maybe they were Presbyterians.) Through
it all, they prayed for hope, and their prayer would not go unanswered.

Suddenly, their walls — their safe and sturdy walls — failed them. No door swung
open, no curtains rustled from a newfound breeze. Who knows how long he had been stand-
ing there, waiting for them to notice. The scripture only says that he appeared “while they
were talking,” and you know how hard it is to notice that things have changed when we talk
too much. Maybe the smell shifted — maybe they noticed the scent of tomorrow breaking
through the mustiness of yesterday. Somehow they finally stopped talking and saw him.
But still they were afraid.

As they looked to the Risen Christ — they thought they were seeing a ghost. Some-
how I wonder if Jesus thought the same thing as he looked at them. He had died, yes...but
they were the ones bound to a building.

“Look at my hands” he said to them — “Look at my feet.” Stretching out his hands
they saw the nail prints. But the nails really were yesterday’s news — and not what he
wanted them to focus on. Perhaps their eyes, fuzzy with fear, failed to notice that he was
pointing away from himself and to them...to their hands and feet.



Still bewildered, Jesus offers them an object lesson. “Got any fish?” he asks them.
Incredulously, they hand him a bite to eat. They had just been talking about Jesus breaking
bread on the Emmaus Road...and now here he was eating fish. Bread and fish? Bread and
fish, hmmm... perhaps he was reminding them of the multitudes that needed feeding — per-
haps he was nudging them to remember his call to hospitality — perhaps he was hungry after
a long day of rising.

And when he saw that they were still confused and afraid — he turned to Bible study.
He shared with them bits and pieces of the story — slavery in Egypt, waters parting, prophets
calling, dove descending, hands reaching, truth telling, powers trembling. He opened the
scriptures in order to open their hearts — and not just so that they could talk to themselves
some more, but to remind them that they are called to be witnesses.

Sometimes, well, let’s be honest, most of the time we need the same reminder. The
church — the body of Christ is not a ghost. Ghosts are bound to things...houses, chains,
tombs, buildings...we are not ghosts, we must not be bound to anything, but live freely in
the world as Christ’s hands and feet. So many of our churches are frozen in time, locked in
yesterday, witnessing more to what was than what could be — ghostly places. Christ comes,
pointing to us and calling us to open ourselves. There are multitudes to feed — there is truth
to be told — there are walls to knock away — there are barriers to be lifted. Sometimes, we
have to face down our weathered walls, and strip them back to the studs — back to where
they started — letting go of moldy yesterday and giving way to a hopeful tomorrow.

When our world wants to know about the Risen Christ —when our world wants to
know what Resurrection looks like — they do not look at our lovely buildings, they do not
look at our pretty faces, or eager eyes — they look instead to our hands and feet. Are we
ghosts — with hands and feet that simply go through the motions, bound to old ways and old
things? Or are we the Risen Body of Christ — with hands that reach out with compassion,
that knock down walls and roll away gravestones? Are we a living witness of the Living
One — with feet that fly into the world with good news, that walk boldly into hopeless situa-
tions with Hope and help and healing?

Above it all, though weathered by the world, Christ’s prayer — “Peace be with you”
— still lingers as a light in the darkness. It is a prayer that will not go unanswered.

Look at your hands and feet and see that they are hands of the
Body of Christ — risen from the dead. We are witnesses — and we have
more rising to do. c g
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Worship Schedule
June through September

June 7: 8:30 and 10:45 a.m., Communion, Confirmation Sunday
June 14: 8:30 and 10:45 a.m., Children’s Sunday
June 21 through Sept. 6: 9:30 a.m., one service, no church school
Sept. 13: 10:45 a.m., one service, Service and Parish Picnic in Downing Park.
Sept. 20: 8:30 and 10:45 a.m. resume

Communion on the 1* Sunday of the month
Service for Healing at 10:45 a.m. on the 3rd Sunday of each month

Summer offers many of us an opportunity to kick back, try for a little more relaxation in our
lives, and take a breather from the hectic days of school and work. For the First Presbyterian
Church at Yorktown, it is a time of coming together, and celebrating our unity as a faith commu-
nity. The Worship Commission, with the approval of the Session has proposed that we hold one
worship service each weekend in order to bring us together in fellowship and worship.
Let us come together in peace, fellowship, and the celebration of God! See you this summer on
Sundays at 9:30!

The Worship Commission

What’s Happening:...
inv and avround ouwr chauwrciv

Biblical Garden

Plants mentioned in the Bible are a living link between us and the people in the Bi-
ble. They are symbols which allow us to think about spiritual messages and truths. There is a
small group of people interested in creating a little garden with plants from the Bible. We hope
to label the plants with references from scripture and become more aware of the important role
plants played in the stories of the Scriptures.

If you would be interested in participating please contact Lynda Spring:
sprinla@hotmail.com or 914-528-7570 or Carol Myers: CMyers4487@comcast.net or 845-225-
4205.

Yorktown Presbyterian Preschool has openings for our Fall 2009 pro-
grams: 2's thru 4's. Please call 962-8712 for info and share with friends.




Noontime Meal Server Retires

Church Member Betty Grebe, dedicated server of the Noontime Meal at the Salvation Army in
Peekskill, served her final meal on Wednesday, May 13. Betty has been on the job for us once a
month she says “since about 1992.” Others who have worked with her include her husband,
Bob, Ed Krumeich (who was still serving not much more than two years ago), Jean Post-Winget
and all three of her children, Ken Sherman, and a host of other substitutes over the years.

James McNair, manager of the Noontime Meal Program, told the clients stories about Grebe
who preceded him by nine years. James prayed for her and acknowledged her gifts as a consis-
tent volunteer representing First PC Yorktown.

Betty and Bob are selling their house in Cortlandt Manor and moving to New Jersey where they
will be living closer to family.

We wish them well and thank them for their unselfish service. As you read about this please
consider joining the team from our church intent on this mission to feed hungry neighbors. The
commitment involves helping to serve a meal once a month from 11:30- 1p.m. on the second
Wednesday at the Salvation Army in Peekskill.

Mark Your Calendawy

Confirmation Class
On June 2, they will be with the Elders for dinner at 6:30 p.m. On June 7, they will take part in
the Confirmation Service at 10:45 a.m.

Prayer Shawl Group - June 3, Sept. 9 at 9:30 a.m.;

June 17, July 15 & 29, August 12 & 26 at 10:30 a.m.

This group meets right before the morning women’s circle on the first Wednesday of the month
at 9:30 a.m. and on the third Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. Call Marianna Sherman at 737-8294.

Women'’s Circle Bible Study June 3

The Women’s Circle meets in the lounge (Room 15) at 10:30 a.m. on the first Wednesday of the
month. All women are invited to join. Please call Kathy Anderson (603-3408) if you have any
guestions. They will finish their study in June and break for the summer. A new study starts on
September 9.



The Knit Togethers

Next Meeting Dates: June 8 & 22, July 13 & 27, August 10 & 24, September 14 & 28

We continue knitting lap blankets, baby items, and children’s hats and mittens. Our meetings are
held on alternate Mondays, 10:00am to 11:30am, in Lounge 15. All who knit are welcome. Join
us in the joy of creating and giving to others. For information call Norean Radke (962-4370) or
Lois Ostling (962-2809).

Seniors’ Lunch Bunch
SENIORS’ LUNCH BUNCH will meet at on June 17 and September 16 at 12 noon for lunch in
Fellowship Hall. Lunch is potluck. Everyone bring a dish to share.

Progressive Dinner Saturday, June 13"

This is a great event to meet new people or become better acquainted with other church
members. Appetizers will be served at 6:30 at a home yet to be determined. Different hosts
will serve dinner for 8-12 people in their homes at 7:30 p.m. Everyone will meet again for
Dessert at 9:30 in Fellowship Hall. Cost is $7 per person.

We will need approximately 10-12 host homes for dinner.
You provide the house and your guests will bring the dinner.
Karen Gerth

Tag Sale -- Saturday, June 13", 8:00 am to 4:00 pm.

Do you have any gently used items around the house that you don’t want anymore? Well here is your
chance to find a new home for them and help a worthy cause.

I have been granted permission from the Mission Commission and the Session to hold a tag sale at the
church on June 13™ 2009 to help fund my trip to China this summer with People to People International.
Last Fall I was recommended and accepted to participate as a People to People Student Ambassador,
Class of 20009.

In case you have not heard of People to People, please allow me to share some history with you that |
have learned from my pre-travel meetings. President Dwight D. Eisenhower founded the organization in
1956. He believed encounters between people of different backgrounds would form the foundation for
lasting world peace, and he recognized the power of young people as leaders. Since the first student dele-
gation to Berlin in 1963, thousands of young Americans have safely traveled across international borders,




returning home with a greater sense of what it means to be a global citizen. As student ambassadors
travel under the banner of People to People, they represent the best characteristics of our country: hope,
courage, openness and a love of peace.

The tuition for the program, which includes travel, accommodations, meals, home stays and all educa-
tional activities is quite expensive as you might imagine. People to People encourages all ambassadors to
fund raise to help pay for their tuition, thus this tag sale.

I plan on collecting the items for the sale on Friday evening June 12" from 6:00 till 8:00 pm or before
8:00 am Saturday morning June 13", If these dates are not good for you, please contact me and | will
arrange a time that | can pick up your donations.

Thank you for your support. | look forward to sharing my experiences in China with you in the Fall.

Sincerely,
Carter Humphrey, Youth Deacon

Graduates to Be Recognized June 21

Graduates will be recognized during our Worships on Sunday, June 21. If you or anyone in your
family is graduating, please call the Church Office (245-2186) or email: office@fpcyorktown.org
as soon as possible and let us know the details: name of high school, college, university, type of
degree, plans for next year, etc.

Vacation Bible School June 29 to July 10, 2009

9:00 to 12:00, Monday through Friday here at the First Presbyterian Church.
Classes are available for preschool through grade 6. $20 per child, $45

\ s max per family. Teachers and helpers are always needed. Child care is provided

S for volunteers with younger children. Enrollment forms are available - please save

the dates and plan on joining us for songs, stories, snacks and games. It’s a cele-

Flowers in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings are a wonderful way to
mark a special occasion, honor a love one, or celebrate the beauty of
creation. July 5, 12, 19 & 26; August 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31; Sept. 6 are avail-
able. Arrangements are $25 each. Please call the office to order flowers
(245-2186).
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Midnight Run - July 17

The Mission Commission will be sponsoring a Midnight Run on Friday, July 17". We will need
help preparing sandwiches, sorting clothing, and going on the run. We’ve had a few volunteers
sign up already (thank you, volunteers!) and we’re looking for others to help. Please e-mail
Connie Knapp at caknapp@acm.org or call her at 914.941.7997 and let us know that you’ll be
able to help out.

Volunteers Needed :
Lunch Makers (one dozen lunches each),

NOTE: Bring lunches to church and put in the refrigerator in the kitchen by 7 p.m. (Church is
closed between 3:30 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.) If you must deliver lunches at that time, call Connie for
instructions.

Bagged Lunches consist of:

1. 2 meat and cheese sandwiches 4. a sweet
2. a hard boiled egg 5. a soft fruit
3. bottle of water 6. something salty

Kitchen Help: 7-9 p.m. on night of a run
Clothes Sorters: sort and size clothes the afternoon of a run

Clothing needed: men’s sweatpants, Tshirts, new underwear

Sessiovv Notes

The Session and the Deacons met together for dinner on May 5. Each of the Commission
Chairs explained what their commission does, and each of the Deacon’s Ministries was ex-
plained by one of the Deacons.

Each group then met separately to conduct business. The session received reports from the
clerk, the pastor and the commissions.

We learned that Congregational Life is planning the church progressive dinner, that the Mis-
sion Commission is planning a Midnight Run for Friday, July 17 and that bushes have been
planted around the Peace Pole.

Work continues on the steeple, and the PNC continues to read PIF (that’s the Pastor Nomi-
nating Committee reading Pastor Information Forms).

We were reminded that we would have pizza and meet the Confirmands on June 2, for our
next regularly scheduled meeting, and we adjourned with prayer.
Connie Knapp




Deacon Highlighty

This May Deacon's had their annual Elders/Deacons Dinner Meeting to discuss
and coordinate our various ministries and commissions. It was a very nice evening with
lots of great desserts from Mabel Seymour, Jill Pagliettini, Louise and others. Thanks!

In addition, please check the Disciple for events that the Deacons have been doing
with the Food Pantry and Blood Drive.

Deacons look forward to a great summer with no meetings but we will still be
busy with Food Pantry, Transportation and Loaves and Fishes. If you are interested in or
have need of Transportation or a meal from Loaves and Fishes during the Summer, Dea-
cons are not vacation but just a phone call away.

Have a great Summer!
Deacon Louise Fang

May 9 Blood Drive

Ryan Mulcahy, deacon and youth co-leader, put together a
successful, well organized blood drive. We’d like to thank him and
all the teens who gave time escorting woozy donors to the juice and
cookie recuperation table, among other helpful tasks. Thanks go to
Ryan Prestiano, Mallory Eliasson, Allison O’Connor, Mike Cruik-
shank, Jennifer Pepe and Amanda Friscia

We would also like to thank all our donors who made it pos-
sible to exceed our quota. Thanks for the gift of life.

May 9 Postal Workers’ Food Drive

We would like to thank all the teens who worked very hard and put in many long hours
to help process the huge amount of food delivered by the Postal Workers.

They loaded boxes and bags filled with heavy canned goods from the mail trucks to pal-
lets where they were wheeled to Room 16 and an army of volunteers -young and older-checked
dates, sorted foods by categories, packed boxes or stowed cans on shelves with machine - like
efficiency. Thanks in a big way to our teens: Ben Child, Liam McAuliffe, and Amy Savino who
helped to make an overwhelming task possible to finish.

Thank you Panera Bread!

Panera Breads’ corporate policy has been to donate bread goods which are still good to
eat, but no longer meet their strict guidelines for retail sale. Our Food Pantry has been the bene-
ficiary of this corporate generosity for several years.

The new Panera Breads in the Cortlandt Town Center has now joined the old Panera
Breads in Yorktown in donating day- old bread to our Food Pantry. In light if the large increase
in the number of clients served by the Food Pantry, this additional supply of bread has been very
welcome.
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

First Presbyter

of Yorkto

1 2 3

Prayer
Women’
10:30 Al

7 Lord’s Supper 8 9 10

Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45

. . ) . KNIT TOGETHER

Confirmation during 10:45 service 10-11:30 in the lounge

9:30 - Church School & various rooms

9:30 - Adult Education in the Library

14 Children’s Sunday 15 16 17

Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 Prayer

9:30 - Church School @ various rooms Senior

9:30 - Adult Education in the Library Pot Lu
Fellow:

21 22 23 24

Summer Worship Schedule begins

Worship Service at 9:30 KNIT TOGETHER

Service For Healing i 12:00 10-11:301n the lounge

28 29 30

. . VACATION BI- VACATION BI-
Worship Service at 9:30 BLE SCHOOL BLE SCHOOL
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
_ 2880 Crompond Road
1an ChUI’C h Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
(914) 243186
wn Http://www.fpcyorktown.org
4 5
-Shawl group - 9:30
s Circle- Bible study
V in the Lounge
Bell choir — 6:30
11 12
Food Pantry 9 -1lam
Volunteers load bags from 8-9 am
Tag Sale Tag Sale
Progressive Dinner
Beginning at 6:30
18 19
-Shawl group - 9:30
Lunch Bunch
ck
ship Hall at 12:00
25 26
Food Pantry 9 -1lam
Volunteers load bags from 8-9 am
Mark your Calendar for Vacation Bible School
Monday through Friday June 29 to July 10. 9amto 12pm

First Presbyterian Church of Yorktown.

Classes for ages preschool to grade 6.

Teachers and Helpers

wanted. Look for registration forms in the main office.

Call the church or (914) 528

-5226 for mo

re information.

2009
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Food Pantry
Hours: 9 a.m.to 11a.m., the second & fourth Saturday

Next Dates: April 11 & 25; May 9 & 23; June 13 & 27
Volunteers to help load bags on the 2" and 4" Saturdays from 8-9 a.m. are
always appreciated. Call Peter Marsh 845-526-4226 if you would like to
help out one Saturday.

We again thank Phyllis Cohen and the Social Action Committee of the
Yorktown Jewish Center for their donation of canned goods and food.

We also need plastic bags - grocery size. Bring to room 16.

Food Pantry Always Needs :

Instant coffee Tea Cereal Pasta Spaghetti sauce
Peanut butter Soup Cookies Crackers Paper products
Toothpaste Soap Diapers Personal hygiene products

Y our monetary contributions are also appreciated. We “shop” at Food Pantry of West-
chester where a dollar will buy more food than you can imagine, thanks to government and cor-
porate donations. Remember - Matching Grant Will Double Your Food Pantry Gifts.

The Food Pantry is one of the more visibly effective of our many benevolences. This year, with
a slowing economy, the need is expected to be even greater. We now have a “matching” Trust
Fund that will double the effectiveness of every dollar we donate to the Food Pantry. Let's make
good use of this wonderful gift.

The Pentecost Offering

Mission has again decided to give the proceeds of the Pentecost Offering to the deacons
for use in purchasing school supplies which are then distributed through the Food Pantry.

Last year, we were able to purchase the materials for 60 kits and these were gone within
the first 45 minutes. There were children who stood in line, yet went away empty handed.

As many of you are aware, this year the numbers are way up at the Pantry. From Janu-
ary to April we were averaging 180 children per Pantry representing a 45% increase over last
year. If we assume that 2/3 are school aged, then we can expect a need for at least 120 Kits.

At normal prices, the supplies in each kit costs about $23.00. However, by shopping for
the loss leaders each week, taking time, lots of trips and a great deal of persistence the deacons
were able to purchase a fairly complete basic supply kit for about $8.25 per student. In the past,
local businesses such as Walmart, Staples, Shop Rite and Office Max have waived quantity lim-
its on certain of their loss leaders.

Your donation to the Pentecost Offering will help your deacons provide a good start to
the school year to the children who are dependent on our Food Pantry. Thank you.
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COMMISSION CORNER

Operations Commission

We thank Dick Seymour and his team of helpers as they continue to move forward with a vari-

ety of projects:

Steeple: Dick is overseeing the assessment of and bidding process concerning our tilting stee-

ple.

CE Building: Dick and the team have continued to finish the insulation and vapor barrier of the

crawl space under the CE Building.

Dick is preparing the front of the CE Building for painting.

Cemetery: Dick has made improvements to and plot maps for the cemetery. He and Mable

fixed the concrete stoppers so that car tires couldn’t go over the grass and graves.

Future Plans: He is also cooking up plans to improve the sound board cabinet in the Sanctuary

and also make improvements to the CE Building crawl space access.

Sanctuary beds: Dick has been assisting Craig Hibben to renew, grade and plant the Sanctuary

beds.

Dick sends the following note:
A very big "Thank You" to Craig Hibben and his helpers from our Gardeners of Eden
(informal group led by Christie Herman who love gardening) for the superb work they
have done on the West Sanctuary Bed. Craig has designed the final layout of the plantings
and selected each of the plants. He has consulted with several garden planners/
architects to get many ideas on what to do in our Sanctuary Beds.
There are a couple of additional plantings (including two tall Junipers) going into the
West Bed and then it will be completed. One small Forest Pansy Red Bud Tree has been
added to the NE corner of the East Sanctuary Bed. Craig's intent is to see how the plant-
ings in the West Bed do (including attractiveness to deer) and then continue the work on
the East Bed this Fall & next Spring. | want to bring Craig's work and that of our Garden-
ers of Eden to the attention of the Operations Commission and the Congregation as | be-
lieve he/they have made a major contribution and have just done a splendid job overall!
Thanks, Craig & Gardeners of Eden!

Craig Hibben replies with the following note:
Dick is far too modest--He did a tremendous amount of prep work, tearing out those old
yews with rented machinery, hauling over new topsoil, compost, and mulch, seeking out
the stone stepping stones, and installing the peace pole. This was a team effort all the
way. Quite simply we could not have done this adventure without Dick's help.

So let us count our blessings and be sure to thank our very talented, committed and hard work-
ing team.
Barbara Darragh, for the Operations Commission.
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Mission Commission

Amnesty International

Our last letter writing program before we break for summer will be on June 14 after both wor-
ship services. On behalf of all the victims we supported this past year, | convey their thanks to
you for taking the time to make a statement, advocating for their basic human rights.

Carol Myers

Jan Peek Volunteers

June 27: Angelyn Forbes - Freeze & International Students from Monroe College
July 25: Monk and Marsh Families  Aug. 22: ??? September 26: ???

Call Bud Coccodrilli (245-6475).

The 4th Saturday of each month, we provide dinner at Peekskill’s Jan Peek House (a
shelter for 19 men and women, which is part of Caring for the Homeless of Peekskill, C.H.O.P.).
It is rewarding to share food and conversation with the residents and it is an important part of
our congregation’s ministry to the community. Information and sign-up list are on the SIGN-UP
bulletin board by the Fellowship Hall doors. Contact: Bud Coccodrilli (245-6475).

A big thanks goes to the Coccodrilli and Riley Wilson Families for the May dinner.

Congregational Life Commission J)
Dessert and Coffee Makers are needed for Coffee Hour. summer time is ’?f
easy, only one service ! The coffee hour is a special ministry that takes place af- /ﬁﬁeﬂ
ter each of the services on Sunday. Volunteers are needed to set up and clean up . C‘ii: =2
Check the white binder on the coffee hour table or in the kitchen for instructions ==

and sign up sheets. If you are baking goodies at home and have some leftovers, put them in the
freezer in the church kitchen. They will be put to good use for coffee hour desserts.

Please return all tablecloths you have taken home to wash. We are especially looking for one
more burgundy one.
Pat Prauda

Holmes Presbyterian Camp and Conference Center

Camp brochures are available in the Narthex and on the shelf at the bottom of the ramp.
Camping programs are available for first graders through senior highs as well as family and
adult camps.

Aloha Hicks

Education Commission

Our profound thanks and appreciation go to Suzy Rishel for the many gifts she has
brought to our church school as co-superintendent for the past two years. Her leadership has left
an imprint on our church school program and on our children. We have been blessed by her
commitment to this ministry.
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Our sincere thanks, also, to Beth Gruber who has completed the first year of her two
year term as co-superintendent. We are grateful for her continued leadership in the coming year.

Sue Lasseter, a valued member of our church school staff, has accepted the call to be
co-superintendent for the 2009-2011term. We welcome her and look forward to another eventful
year under the able and dedicated leadership of Beth and Sue.

We would like to introduce Jennifer Dixon who is our new Crib Room Coordinator.
Both she and Aloha Hicks have been cleaning, sorting and organizing the closets, cupboards and
toys in the Crib Room in order to optimize space. Please do not drop off toys in the crib room.
Consult Jennifer (271-5479) first to determine need and suitability.
Aloha Hicks, Chair
Church School Committee

Worship Commission

A NEW BANNER with a working title of NEW BEGINNINGS, illustrates in a visual manner
some of the positive aspects of change and to celebrate the changes we are anticipating in our
own church life over the next several months. Change happens all around us. Now we will have
the joy of new beginnings within our fellowship as we prepare to welcome a new pastor. The
banner was designed and created by Barbara Wilkens.

Ushcrchcdcg?m Ushers
DARR G If you are looking to get involved at the church but don’t have

N much time why not try USHERING on a Sunday morning. This is a very

important part of the Church service. It is also a good way to meet and

greet new people or connect up with old friends. Ushering is done during

the worship service so if you are in Church what better way to help out than

to usher.

There is a sign up sheet in the gather place for you to sign up for which Sunday is easier
for you and also which service you attend 8:30 or 10:45. Signing up will help Deanna Collins
and Pat Prauda from having to make phone calls.

Communications Commission

Announcements Email List

Do you know about the church "announcements™ email list? This is an email-based system for
sending alerts to the church community. These alerts can be anything from deaths within our
church familty to Worship Service schedule changes due to snow. Email frequency varies but
typically is once per month or less. Signing up is simple — just send an email to
FPCY_Annnounce-subscribe@googlegroups.com and your email address will be added to the
list. What you'll get is church notices occasionally arriving in your email.

Mark H. Linehan
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New invthe Chuuwch Library

Founding Faith; Providence, Politics, and the Birth of Religious Freedom in America by Steven
Waldman (323 W) focuses on the five founding fathers who had the most influence on religion's
role in the state—Franklin, Jefferson, Washington, Adams and Madison—and untangles their
complex legacy. Although they held very diverse religious views, they were committed to the
creation of religious freedom in the new nation. Waldman debunks popular myths: America
was not primarily settled by people seeking religious freedom; the separation of church and state
did not result from the activism of secularists, but, paradoxically, from the efforts of 18th-
century evangelicals; and the American Revolution was as much a reaction against European
theocracy as a struggle for economic or political freedom. This is a thoughtful and fascinating
account of religion in early America.

Tim Schenk, an Episcopal priest who lives in Briarcliff Manor, has written L gl

What Size are God’s Shoes? Kids, Chaos, and the Spiritual Life (248 S). It’s e
a wonderful collection of witty vignettes taken from the everyday life of a :
clergy family trying to raise kids with a sense of God in the midst of today's
chaotic lifestyles. In one chapter, the death of a goldfish is an opportunity to
talk about death; in another, God’s powers are compared with those of TV

and movie superheroes. His dry and gentle wit will cheer any parent.

If you're curious about whether the Church Library has a particular book, there's an easy
way to check. On the shelves near the book return box is a loose-leaf binder containing an
author list of all the adult books in the Library, and a second list by call number (which
represents subject areas). There's a second copy of the notebook in the Church Office.

3 .
Youth News

We are working on a June meeting, end of year gathering for the youth group in
early to mid June. Look in the bulletin and check your email for the final date.

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
Call Heidi Haring, Youth Coordinator, at 737-9047:
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Christion Educatiorv

Adult Ed for the Summer

THE FAITH CLUB

Book study of the true account of three women —a Muslim, a Christian and a
Jew — on an urgent quest to understand one another.

Sunday study continues through June 7, 9:30-10:30 a.m. in the Lounge
Interested in a Wednesday evening discussion group for this book? call
Shawn Cribari, 914-275-8015.

July and August

Sermon Chats . . .

Watch the bulletin. Russ and Chris will offer an occasional opportunity to meet with
them after worship to discuss the sermon.

Occasional Sundays, 10:30 a.m. in the Lounge

Church School Chalkboard

Communion Education - Sept. 27 and Oct. 4

The Church School Committee, in response to humerous requests from
parents, is planning to kick off the Church School year with a Commun-
ion Education Celebration for students in grades K through 5.

This event will take place on Sunday, September 27th and October 4™ at 9:30-10:30.
Students will attend two of the four workshops each session so please try to have your
children present for both Sundays.

The celebration will conclude with a special service for children and their families on
World Communion Sunday, October 4™ at the 10:45 service.
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From the chuwrch office

Thank You To:

Sue Enright for printing and folding bulletins and Disciples.
Sally Martin for helping to collate bulletins and do mailings.

Pat Prauda for help with mailings and bulletins.

Free Books:

Robin Corpolongo has left 3 boxes of religious materials and books from her dad, Bill Notz, in
the library 15 by the courtyard windows. All are invited to take a look and choose whatever

interests them.

Offering Envelopes: If you have filled out a commitment card, your 2009 offering enve-
lopes are in the reverse pew in the back of the Sanctuary. Please pick yours up.

Baby food jars needed by the Yorktown Presbyterian Preschool. Please save them for us as
often as possible. Just leave them in a bag outside our classrooms (rooms 5 & 7). We will wash

them and be ever so grateful!

Help Needed:

Paid, part time person to care for 2 year old while grandma recuperates.

hours. Please call Jean at 528-7269.

Daytime, flexible

Hospital Visitationy ond Prayer Concerns

We will be glad to visit you, or your
family, if you are in the hospital, and also re-
spect your wishes if it turns out that when we
arrive, it is not to be a good time to visit. But
YOU need to be sure to tell one of us, or the
office, when you are in the hospital. We are
NOT notified by the hospital, nor will they
give us any details of the reason for your visit.
The concern for patient’s confidentiality has
increased dramatically.

Along with that concern for confidenti-
ality, all of us need to be careful in sharing
prayer concerns in the worship on Sunday. Our
service is public and is often tape-recorded. We

need to be certain that we have someone’s per-
mission before using their name in the service,
and even then, to respect their privacy and not
give out all the details of the illness or the
treatment. For our prayers it is often enough to
know that someone is in a particular hospital. If
you wish to tell one of the pastors more details,
that should be done after the service in a more
private setting. We certainly want to continue
our tradition of caring for each other and up-
holding each other in prayer, but we also need
to respect each other’s privacy and dignity.

Russ
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