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FROM OUR PASTORS 

A word from Russ 

GONE FISHIN’  
 

It happens every spring: after a few days of warm weather we get our hopes up that spring 

has finally arrived. Predictably, however, rain and cool weather return, and we have to wait 

a bit longer for the warmth to last. 

 

Almost the same cycle of hope and disappointment happens in the church around Easter 

each year. The Easter services are typically joyful and hopeful, with uplifting hymns and 

special music, in a sanctuary decorated with bright flowers. We go out feeling good about 

ourselves and our world, maybe even about our families, as we head for a special Easter 

dinner with all the relatives. All too soon, however, it’s Monday, and the week after Easter 

brings us back to reality. 

 

So how do we keep up that joyful, hopeful, Easter spirit in the days following our celebra-

tion of resurrection? How do we keep the mountaintop feeling when we live in the valleys? 

If scripture is any guide, the disciples didn’t. They went back to their fishing, which is 

where Jesus found them in the 21st chapter of John. 

 

They went back to what they knew, what they were good at, what they were called to do. 

And Jesus found them. Rather than chide them, he made them breakfast and shared the meal 

with them, as if it were the most natural thing in the world to do. No big lecture, no lengthy 

explanation, no detailed instructions, just a visit to reassure. 

 

How do we keep up the Easter spirit? By going back to our daily routines, doing the things 

we were meant to do, being the people we were created to be, with the assurance that the 

spirit of God that was in Jesus is not dead. And at some time, in some way, that spirit will sit 

down with us to reassure us that God knows us and cares for us. We may never get all the 

answers we want, but we have all the assurance we need. God’s spirit is alive and creating 

and redeeming, and our lives in the valleys are meant to reflect and share that hope. 

 

So go ahead – go fishin’ – or working, or washing, or teaching, or playing with your kids. 

God is alive! The world is full of possibilities! Thank heavens it’s after Easter! 
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Yorktown Presbyterian Preschool has openings for our Fall 2009 pro-

grams: 2's thru 4's. Please call 962-8712 for info and share with friends. 

Worship Schedule 

8:30 a.m. Worship (Communion on the 1st Sunday of the month) 

 9:30 a.m. Church School & Adult Education 

10:45 a.m. Worship, (Communion on the 1st Sunday of the month) 

12 noon . Service for Healing on the 3rd Sunday of each month 

 What’s Happening… 

  in and around our church 

Biblical Garden 

 Plants mentioned in the Bible are a living link between us and the people in the Bi-

ble.  They are symbols which allow us to think about spiritual messages and truths. There is a 

small group of people interested in creating a little garden with plants from the Bible.  We hope 

to label the plants with references from scripture and become more aware of the important role 

plants played in the stories of the Scriptures.  

 If you would be interested in participating please contact Lynda Spring: 

sprinla@hotmail.com or 914-528-7570 or Carol Myers: CMyers4487@comcast.net or 845-225-

4205. 

NetWorkers Project Cards on Sale for Mother’s Day 

Once again this year the First Presbyterian Church of Yorktown will be par-

ticipating in the NetWorkers’s Malaria Prevention Program.  Mother’s Day 

cards will be available starting April 26 up to Mother’s Day on May 10.  A 

suggested donation of $10 provides at least one mosquito net and educational 

material.  Malaria causes more than one million deaths each year in Africa, 

mostly in children under the age of five and in pregnant women.  Insecticide–

treated nets along with malaria prevention education have helped to signifi-

cantly reduce these numbers.  

       Squeegee Mills and Marsha Henderson 
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Notes from the Music Program 
--by Carol Jensen 

 Our music programs provide ways for youth to participate in the life of the church.  Si-

mona Frenkel organized a youth handbell choir in 2002, and about 40 young people have been 

involved in it since then.  They learn general musical skills as well as the specific skills needed 

to play handbells.  Some of them have also contributed to the adult handbell choir or the adult 

choir. 

 Simona also encourages vocal development of talented youth.  Two outstanding exam-

ples are Sean McAuliffe and Amy Savino, who have amazed and moved us with their singing. 

Both of them had some prior experience with music, but Simona has encouraged and coached 

them.  They assert that they couldn’t be where they are without her teaching skills her support 

and caring.  Sean is taking voice lessons and sings in two choirs at the college he attends.  Amy 

will soon be competing in the finals of a classical singing competition for high school students 

in Chicago, and has been accepted into a summer program at the Eastman 

School of Music. 

 

All of us (and especially Simona!) are very proud of all these young musicians.   

Simona invites more teenagers to join the handbell and choir programs. 

Thanks for your help! 
 Many thanks for the scrumptious refreshments provided by members of the congrega-

tion and friends for the Concert Series Receptions.  The treats were an extra special way to end 

the concerts and provided us all with a chance to share the fellowship of our Church with mem-

bers of the congregation and community. 

 Thanks again to:  Rose Johnson, Carol Cornish, Aloha Hicks, Jocelyn Ramage, Dorrit 

Nelson, Christine Lazarus, Sue Mintzer, Ann Everinham, Debbie Farrell, Sally Martin, Gordon 

Braudaway, Nancy Caswell, Deanna Collins, Liam McAullife, Marilyn Dreher, Mable  

Seymour, Judy Chessa, Claire Damon, Ann Timmons, Cathy  Anderson, Karen La Bonte, Jean 

Mulcahy and the Dineen Family. 

Louise Fang 

Vacation Bible School June 29 to July 10, 2009  

9:00 to 12:00, Monday through Friday here at the First Presbyterian Church.  

 Classes are available for preschool through grade 6. $20 per child, $45 

max per family. Teachers and helpers are always needed. Child care is provided 

for volunteers with younger children. Enrollment forms are available - please save 

the dates and plan on joining us for songs, stories, snacks and games. It’s a cele-

bration! 

Questions?  Please contact Barbara Santagata 528-5226 or Liz Gilbert 739-4235. 
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 Mark Your Calendars 

Summer Worship Schedule 
June 21 - September 6 
Summer offers many of us an opportunity to kick back, try for a little 

more relaxation in our lives, and take a breather from the hectic days of 

school and work. For the First Presbyterian Church at Yorktown, it is a 

time of coming together, and celebrating our unity as a faith community. 

The Worship Commission, with the approval of the Session has proposed 

that we hold one worship service each weekend in order to bring us together in fellowship and 

worship. The schedule is as follows: 

 

 Summer Worship Schedule - One service at 9:30 a.m. begins June 21st and goes 

through September 6 (which is Labor Day Weekend). 

 The Parish Picnic and Service will be Sunday, Sept. 13 at 10:45 a.m. in Downing Park. 

 Two Services at 8:30 and 10:45 a.m. will resume on September 20th. 

Let us come together in peace, fellowship, and the celebration of God!  See you this summer on 

Sundays at 9:30! 

 

The Worship Commission 

Prayer Shawl Group - May 6 at 9:30 a.m., 

May 20 at 10:30 a.m. 

This group meets right before the morning 

women’s circle on the first Wednesday of the 

month at 9 a.m. and on the third Wednesday at 

10:30 a.m.   

 

Women’s Bible Study Morning Circle  
May 6 

 The morning Women’s Circle meets in 

the lounge (Room 15) at 10:30 a.m. (the first 

Wednesday of the month).  All women are in-

vited to join.  

 

The Knit Togethers 
Next Meeting Dates:  May 11, June 8 & 22. 

We continue knitting lap blankets, baby items, 

and children’s hats and mittens. 

Our meetings are held on alternate Mondays, 

10:00am to 11:30am, in Lounge 15.  All who 

knit are welcome. Join us in the joy of creating 

and giving to others.   

 

Seniors’ Lunch Bunch  
May 20:  SENIORS’ LUNCH BUNCH will 

meet at on May 20 at 12 noon for lunch in Fel-

lowship Hall.  Everyone bring a dish to share. 
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Blood Drive - May 9,  9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
The Annual Blood Drive will be on May 9th from 9:00 to 2:30 in Fellowship 

Hall.  Our goal this year is to collect 35 pints of blood so we are looking for 

as many people to donate as possible.  Anyone between the ages of 16-75 

can donate blood even if you are on blood pressure medication.  If you over 

75 years old you too can donate blood, but need to have a doctor's note say-

ing you can give blood.  In order to donate blood you must wait 56 days before you can give 

again.  If you are on any type of anti-biotic you cannot donate blood.  Remember it does not cost 

anything to donate blood other than a little bit of time, and we will even give you juice and 

cookies. 

 

Volunteers Needed - Postal Workers’ Food Drive, May 9th 
 So, what kind of a worker are you?  Do you “run”?  Or “sort”? Or “stack”? Or 

“organize”?  Because whatever you do, we can use your help at the Food Pantry on May 9th for 

the annual Food Drive sponsored by the Postal Workers Union and several local corporations. 

 We’ll be there between 1:00pm and about 6:00pm, unloading food from the trucks, un-

packing the cases, sorting and stacking the food away.  The bulk of the food will come between 

probably 2:30 and 4:00, as usual.  At that point, we'll need as many people as we can round up 

to help bring the food baskets and bags down from the parking lot, to the Food Pantry room, 

sort, check for dates and then store the food. 

 This Drive typically provides anywhere from two to four months of canned and non-

perishable food for the Pantry.  It’s a major source of supply for us. 

 If you can help, or would just like more information, please call Peter Marsh at 845-526

-4226.  And even if you can’t help, keep your eyes peeled for the flyers that will come out a few 

days before May 9th and help out by donating a can or two.  Thanks a lot! 

Food Pantry  

Next Dates: May 9 & 23; June 13 & 27  

Hours:  9 a.m. to 11a.m. 

Volunteers to help load bags from 8-9 a.m. are always appreciated.   

Call Peter Marsh 845-526-4226  if you would like to help out one Saturday. 

Food Pantry Always Needs:   
Instant coffee Tea  Cereal  Pasta  Spaghetti sauce 

Peanut butter Soup  Cookies Crackers Paper products  

Toothpaste Soap  Diapers  Personal hygiene products  

Plastic shopping bags  

 Your monetary contributions are also appreciated.  We “shop” at Food Pantry of West-

chester where a dollar will buy more food than you can imagine, thanks to government and cor-

porate donations. We now have a “matching” Trust Fund that will double the effectiveness of 

every dollar we donate to the Food Pantry.  Let's make good use of this wonderful gift. 
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Hold The Date! 
Progressive Dinner Saturday, June 13

th
  

 This is a great event to meet new people or become better acquainted with 

other church members.  Appetizers will be served at 6:30 at a home yet to be 

determined.  Different hosts will serve dinner for 8-12 people in their homes at 7:30 p.m.  Eve-

ryone will meet again for Dessert at 9:30 in Fellowship Hall.  Cost is $7 per person. 

 We will need approximately 10-12 host homes for dinner.  You provide the house and your 

guests will bring the dinner. 

Karen Gerth  

Inquirer’s Classes - May 10 & 31 

 Beginning Sunday, April 26 and continuing May 10 & 31, visitors who 

would like to learn more about our church and its ministries and perhaps con-

sider becoming members, will meet with Russ and several of our elders. Called 

Inquirer’s Groups, the purpose is to meet others who are new to the church, 

learn who we are, and how you might become more involved. The group will 

meet from 9:30 to 10:30 in Russ’s study. Attendance at all three is not manda-

tory, but strongly encouraged.  

 On May 31, those who decide to join will meet with the elders at 9:30 and be welcomed 

into membership at the 10:45 service. If you have questions or would like to attend, please call 

the church office, 245-2186, and talk with Barbara. 

Graduates To Be Recognized June 21 
Graduates will be recognized during our Worships on Sunday, June 21.  If you or anyone in your 

family is graduating, please call the Church Office (245-2186) or email: office@fpcyorktown.org  

as soon as possible and let us know the details: name of high school, college, university, type of 

degree, plans for next year, etc. 

Confirmation Class  
 Will be held on from 7-8 p.m. on May 10 and May 31(this is not Memo-

rial Day weekend) in the Lounge 15.  The  final Confirmation Mentor - Youth 

Gathering will be held Sunday May 31 , from 8-9 p.m., in the lounge. 

 On June 2, the class will be with the Elders for dinner at 6:30 p.m.  On 

June 7, they will take part in the Confirmation Service at 10:45 a.m. 
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Mission Commission 

Amnesty International-  
Amnesty International -  You are invited to the Amnesty table on May 10 to participate in our 

letter writing campaign to advocate for those whose basic human rights are being violated.  Our 

letters join with others from around the world to speak for victims who have very little recourse 

to help themselves. Please join in this important mission. 

Carol Myers 

 
Jan Peek Volunteers 
May 23: Coccodrilli and Riley Wilson Families    June 27: ???    July 25:  ?? 
 The 4th Saturday of each month, we provide dinner at Peekskill’s Jan Peek House (a 

shelter for 19 men and women, which is part of Caring for the Homeless of Peekskill, C.H.O.P.).  

It is rewarding to share food and conversation with the residents and it is an important part of 

our congregation’s ministry to the community.  Information and sign-up list are on the SIGN-UP 

bulletin board by the Fellowship Hall doors.  Contact: Bud Coccodrilli (245-6475).   

 

Tag Sale -- Saturday, June 13
th

, 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

 Do you have any gently used items around the house that you don’t want anymore?  

Well here is your chance to find a new home for them and help a worthy cause. 

 I have been granted permission from the Mission Commission and the Session to hold a 

tag sale at the church on June 13th 2009 to help fund my trip to China this summer with People 

to People International.  Last Fall I was recommended and accepted to participate as a People 

to People Student Ambassador, Class of 2009.   

 In case you have not heard of People to People, please allow me to share some history 

with you that I have learned from my pre-travel meetings.  President Dwight D. Eisenhower 

founded the organization in 1956.  He believed encounters between people of different back-

grounds would form the foundation for lasting world peace, and he recognized the power of 

young people as leaders.  Since the first student delegation to Berlin in 1963, thousands of 

young Americans have safely traveled across international borders, returning home with a 

greater sense of what it means to be a global citizen.  As student ambassadors travel under the 

banner of People to People, they represent the best characteristics of our country: hope, courage, 

openness and a love of peace. 

COMMISSION CORNER  
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Deacon’s Report 

This month, our focus is on three of the Deacon's ministries. 

 On behalf of the Congregation, Deacon Fran Schiel sends out over 150 greeting 

cards and Condolences a year for special events. There are congratulations for new ba-

bies, 90+ birthdays, get wells, as well happy Easter for our members who are in hospi-

tals or nursing homes.  There are also Thank you notes for monetary contributions to the 

Food Pantry.  The Card Ministry lets individual members of the Congregation know that 

their friends care. 

  The Transportation Ministry with Deacon Chuck Radke helps members of our 

congregation who have no means of transportation   get to Church, concerts and Doc-

tor's appointments by providing them with the necessary rides. 

  The Blood Bank Ministry is headed by Deacon Ryan Mulcahy who is organiz-

ing the May 9th Blood Drive  with the help of the Hudson Valley Blood Bank. Please 

check out the Blood Bank  announcement in the Disciple for further information.  need  

Please let the Deacons know if we can be of help. 

  Some issues discussed at the Deacon's April meeting were the record number of 

bags of food given out to the increasing number of Food Pantry recipients and  the need 

for the Congregation to be aware that  Loaves and Fishes Ministry of the can help pre-

pare and deliver a meal to members of the Congregation who because of a new  baby, 

return from the hospital, illness or bereavement would find it a blessing. 

        Deacon Louise Fang 

 The tuition for the program, which includes travel, accommodations, meals, home 

stays and all educational activities is quite expensive as you might imagine.  People to Peo-

ple encourages all ambassadors to fund raise to help pay for their tuition, thus this tag sale.  

 I plan on collecting the items for the sale on Friday evening June 12th from 6:00 till 8:00 

pm or before 8:00 am Saturday morning June 13th.  If these dates are not good for you, please 

contact me and I will arrange a time that I can pick up your donations. 

 Thank you for your support.  I look forward to sharing my experiences in China with 

you in the Fall. 

 Sincerely,  

 Carter Humphrey 

 Youth Deacon 
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May 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
of Yorktown 

2880 Crompond Road 
Yorktown Heights, NY  10598 

(914)  245-2186 
Http://www.fpcyorktown.org 

 

Mark your Calendar for     Vacation Bible School 
Monday through Friday June 29  to July 10.     9am to 12pm  
First Presbyterian Church of Yorktown. 
Classes for ages preschool to grade 6.    Teachers and Helpers wanted. 
Look for registration forms in the main office. 
Call (914) 528-5226 for more information 

                         SUNDAY          MONDAY         TUESDAY             WEDNESDAY        THURSDAY        FRIDAY              SATURDAY 

        

    
  
1 

  
2 

  
3    Lord’s Supper 

Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 

9:30 - Church School – various rooms 
9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 
YOUTH GROUP MEETING 12:00 – ROOM 17 

12:00 Adult Ed  seminar and brunch – Fellowship Hall 

  
4 

  
 5 

  
 6 
Prayer Shawl group ð 9:30 

Womenôs Circle- Bible study 
10:30 AM in the Lounge 

  
  

  
 7 
  
  
Bell choir ï 6:30 
Choir  - 8:00 
All are welcome to join 
  

  
8 
  
  
  

  
9 
  
Food Pantry 9 -11am  
Volunteers load bags from 8-9 am 

  
10 
Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 

9:30 - Church School – various rooms 
9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 
9:30 - New Members Class in Room 20 
Confirmation 7-8 pm in Room 15 

  
11 
  
KNIT TOGETHER 
10-11:30 in the lounge 
  

  
12 

  
13 
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
14 
  
  
  
  
Bell choir ï 6:30 
Choir  - 8:00 
All are welcome to join 

  
15 

  
16 
  

  

  
17 
Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 

9:30 - Church School – various rooms 
9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 
YOUTH GROUP MEETING 12:00 – ROOM 17 

  
18 
  

  

  
19 

  
20 
Prayer Shawl group ð 9:30 
  

Senior Lunch Bunch 

Pot Luck 

Fellowship Hall at 12:00 

  
21 
  

  
Bell choir ï 6:30 
Choir  - 8:00 
All are welcome to join 

  
22 
  
  
  

  
23 
  
Food Pantry 9 -11am  
Volunteers load bags from 8-9 am 
  

  
24 
Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 

9:30 - Church School – various rooms 
9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 

  
25 
  
  
  
  

  
26 
  
  
  

  
27 
 

  
  
  
  

  
28 
 
Bell choir ï 6:30 
Choir  - 8:00 
All are welcome to join 

  
29 
  
  

  
30 
  

  

  
31  Pentecost 

Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 

9:30 - Church School – various rooms 
9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 
9:30 –New Members Class in Room 20 
Confirmation and Confirmation Mentor group  8-9pm 
in Room 15 
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(914)  245-2186 
Http://www.fpcyorktown.org 
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Monday through Friday June 29  to July 10.     9am to 12pm  
First Presbyterian Church of Yorktown. 
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Look for registration forms in the main office. 
Call (914) 528-5226 for more information 
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Senior Lunch Bunch 

Pot Luck 
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Bell choir ï 6:30 
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Volunteers load bags from 8-9 am 
  

  
24 
Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 
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9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 

  
25 
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28 
 
Bell choir ï 6:30 
Choir  - 8:00 
All are welcome to join 

  
29 
  
  

  
30 
  

  

  
31  Pentecost 

Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 

9:30 - Church School – various rooms 
9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 
9:30 –New Members Class in Room 20 
Confirmation and Confirmation Mentor group  8-9pm 
in Room 15 
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Session Notes 

The Session held its regular meeting on April 7, 2009.  The meeting began with joys and 

concerns.  The session received reports from the clerk, the pastor and the commissions. 

 

The Clerk of Session received many “thank you” notes, among them: Northern Westchester 

Shelter, More Light Presbyterians, Hospice Care of Northern Westchester, Holmes Presby-

terian Camp, Women’s Resource Center, Caring for the Homeless of Peekskill, the Chil-

dren’s Center of Bedford Hills and the Bridge Fund. 

 

Each of the Commissions provided reports. The Mission Commission asked that the Session 

approve and support Carter Humphrey’s tag sale to raise money for his People to People trip 

to China where he will serve as a student ambassador, which was done.  The Session will 

meet the confirmation class on June 2 at our regular session meeting.  We thanked Congre-

gational Life, and especially Katharine Frase and Lisa Eliasson, for our Christian Seder.  We 

learned that Susan Lasseter would serve as a new co-superintendent of our Church School. 

 

We were reminded that we would have a joint meeting with the Deacons on Tuesday May 5. 

We adjourned with prayer. 

Congregational Life Commission 

Please return all tablecloths you have taken home to wash.  We are especially looking 

for one more burgundy one. 

 

 Dessert and Coffee Makers are needed for Coffee Hour.  The coffee 

hour is a special ministry that takes place after each of the services on Sun-

day.  Volunteers are needed to set up and clean up . Check the white binder on the 

coffee hour table or in the kitchen for instructions and sign up sheets.  If  you are 

baking goodies at home and have some leftovers, put them in the freezer in the 

church kitchen.  They will be put to good use for coffee hour desserts.   

 

“Cooking With Friends” Is Available!   

Get a copy of the cookbook published with recipes from our church family in honor of 

our 275th anniversary. The price is $7 and they are available in the church office.  They 

are great gifts for Mother’s Day.  
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Youth News 

FOR MORE INFORMATION,  
Call Heidi Haring, Youth Coordinator, 

Look on the Youth Bulletin Board for more info. 

Regular  Meetings:  

  

Sun, May 3   12:30/after bells    Lunch and activity TBA, outdoors if weather is nice.  

Teen votes needed for next activities, end of year party, etc.  

  

Sun. May 17  12:30/after bells    Lunch and activity TBA 

  

Special  Activities: 

  

*** Sat, May 9   BLOOD DRIVE help.  Always wanted to help save a life?  No CPR 

training needed.  The Deacons need plenty of help from our Youth to help register 

donors, juice and cookie service,  general go-fer, etc.  Simple tasks but with a great 

impact.  Blood is desperately needed and our drive will help. Please e-mail Heidi at: 

hkharing@optonline.net or leave a message at 737-9047. 

Operations Commission 
Dick Seymour continues to move forward with a variety of projects. He repaired the masonry 

steps at the southwest entrance and he writes the following note: 

 With Paul Ciriello's help today, we now have all lights working again. I fabricated a 

bracket for the driveway bollard light by the pre-school to replace the broken one. Paul then 

helped me install a new ballast kit & connect and test everything, including the spots in the 

Southwest corner of the CE Building.  

 Also, a big thanks to Fran Proceller for volunteering to make another set of "hangers" 

for the basement of the CE Building so that we can get the Boy Scouts canoes off the floor. This 

will allow the completion of the vapor barrier in that basement. 

 Thanks, again, to both Paul & Fran. Their help is very much appreciated. 

Dick Seymour  
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Christian Education 

Church School Chalkboard 

As we wrap up our Church School year, we are learning about the Appear-

ances of the Holy Spirit.  What an amazing story we share as the cornerstone 

of our faith:  the resurrection.  We know that Jesus died and was entombed.  

And yet, three days later, the tomb is empty and he starts to appear to his dis-

ciples.  What is the purpose? 

 

Jesus spoke throughout his ministry that he would be raised on the third day.  

The resurrection is a fulfillment of this prophecy.  It is an epiphany, an opportunity for 

God’s power over death to be revealed in Jesus Christ.  It is a testimony that nothing can 

separate us from God, not even death.  If he had died of old age, he would have been 

revered like Moses.  If he had been found in the tomb, he would have been revered like 

a great prophet.  But he was resurrected to life, as living proof that he was the Son of 

God. 

As Christians, we are expected to serve others as an expression of our love for 

Jesus Christ.  People will experience the love of Jesus Christ by our own loving acts.  

His presence will be felt by our deeds.  It is a powerful statement when we show that we 

are Christians by our hearts. 

 

Upcoming Dates to Note: 

 

Sunday, June 14th will be our special Children’s Sunday Celebration. Parents and 

children are invited to attend a Church School Open House in Fellowship Hall at 9:30 

to view photos and classroom activity samples on display that tell the story of our 

Church School year!  The children will help lead the worship services on this day and 

our third graders who have completed their Bible Skills class will receive their Bibles 

during worship.  It promises to be a wonderful closing celebration of our school year!  

We look forward to having you join us! 

 

 We are continuing to seek volunteers for our 2009-2010 Church School 

Staff.  If you are interested in sharing your faith and talents with our children, 

please just let us know! 

   

Suzy Rishel and Beth Gruber, Church School Superintendents 
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Adult Education for March 
All Adult Ed programs meet in the Library-Lounge 

 

A PLACE TO STAND: FINDING OUR SPIRITUAL GROUND 
Sunday, May 3, Brunch for the Body Mind and Spirit 

With Special Guest Presenter: LISA CATALDO 
In these times of change and upheaval, it is often difficult to find solid ground. Using 

psychological insights and spiritual tradition, Lisa Cataldo will help us discover what it 

means to be grounded in our self-experience, in our faith, and in our communities. Be-

ing grounded is the very thing that empowers us to "take wing" in true freedom and 

creativity. 

Brunch served in the Lounge at 12 noon. Program starts at 12:30 p.m. 

Lisa Cataldo, a popular Adult Ed presenter with the FPCY community, teaches in the 

Graduate School of Religion at Fordham University. She holds a Ph.D. and an M.Div. 

from Union Theological Seminary, and is a graduate of the National Institute for Psy-

chotherapies in New York City. She is a licensed psychotherapist. 
 

 

Final session of book discussion led by Rev. Chris Shelton: 

THE LAST WEEK 
Wrap-up discussion of the provocative Marcus Borg-Dominic Crossan book. 

Sunday, May 3, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. in the Lounge 

 

 

ñA Muslim, a Christian and a Jew walk into a room . . .ò 

No, it’s not a joke, it’s the true story of -- 

THE FAITH CLUB 
Join us in reading and discussing this book written by and about three women – a Mus-

lim, a Christian and a Jew – on an urgent quest to understand one another. “More Fight 

Club than book club, the coauthors pull no punches; their outstanding honesty makes 

for a page-turning read . . . almost every taboo topic is explored on this engaging spiri-

tual ride.” (Publishers Weekly).  

Sundays, May 10, 17, 24, 30, and June 7, 9:30-10:30 a.m. in the Lounge 

The book can be purchased at Amazon.com. If you don’t have access to Amazon, 

please call Shawn Cribari, 914-275-8015 or 914-962-4133 
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Worship Commission 
 If you are looking to get involved at the church but don’t 

have much time why not try USHERING on a Sunday morning.  This 

is a very important part of the Church service.  It is also a good way 

to meet and greet new people or connect up with old friends.  Usher-

ing is done during the worship service so if you are in Church, what 

better way to help out than to usher? 

 There is a sign up sheet in the Gathering Space for you to 

sign up for which Sunday is easier for you and also which service you 

attend, 8:30 or 10:45.  Signing up will help Deanna Collins and Pat Prauda from having to make 

phone calls. 

 An Usher Commandments list is available on the church’s website. If you have not ush-

ered before we will make sure your first time is with someone who has done it often.  And make 

sure to wear your name tag! 

Operations continued 
We extend a big thank you to Boy Scout Troop 165 for helping with the spring clean up and 

coming back to clear lots of brush from the back parking lot. 

 

Please remember to DRIVE SLOWLY on the unpaved parts of our parking lots. 

Communications Commission 
Audio Recordings of Worship Services now on FPCY Website 

Have you missed a Worship Service -- but would still like to hear it? You 

can now find audio recordings of our Services on the FPCY website at 

www.fpcyorktown.org, Click on the "This Week" button on the left-hand 

side of the page to access this week's recording, plus the Worship Bulletin 

and the weekly church calendar. Past weeks are available from the link at the top of the same 

page. 

 

Announcements Email List 

Do you know about the church "announcements" email list? This is an email-based system for 

sending alerts to the church community. These alerts can be anything from deaths within our 

church family to Worship Service schedule changes due to snow. Email frequency varies but 

typically is once per month or less. Signing up is simple -- just send an email to 

FPCY_Annnounce-subscribe@googlegroups.com and your email address will be added to the 

list. What you'll get is church notices occasionally arriving in your email. 

Mark H. Linehan 
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From the History of our Congregation... 

In the 1940’s the WWII came about which 21 church members were put on the Honor Roll - 8 

in the Navy, 9 in the Army, 3 in the Air Corps and 1 in the Coast Guard.  They mention a Vic-

tory tax, but no further information on the tax was found.  Maybe some of the older members of 

the church know about this victory tax?  The church was in the Wartime Service Program of the 

General Assembly.  The citation’s one from 1942-1943 the other 1943-1944 has the gold seal of 

the “Presbyterian”. 

 

In 1947 a new Hammond Organ was installed: 

February 20, 1947 Initial Payment $731.00 

March 18, 1947 Final Payment $1,461.00 

October 29, 1947 Organ Light $27.50 

Total $2,219.50 

 

Parish House roof collapsed Sunday, February 1, 1948.  A benefit for rebuilding the Golden 

Rule in action was exemplified.  A community social arranged by parishioners of St. Mary’s 

Church of Mohegan and the Granite Springs Chapel of Good Shepherd.  The benefit was to raise 

funds for reconstruction for Shrub Oak Methodist and First Presbyterian Church which both had 

damage from heavy snow.  Several hundred people filled to capacity the Shrub Oak High 

School Gymnasium.  A one act play by the junior class of Yorktown High School plus the band 

raised $800.00. 

 

A contract for the Rev. Donald MacVicar for 3 years, term beginning September 15, 1945 and 

ending approximately September 15, 1948 at the sum of $1,600 yearly in semi-monthly pay-

ments together with free use of the manse and manse property, water rates and vacation of one 

month each year.  He was from Quebec, Canada the 15th pastor of the church.  The 1948 budget 

was $3,278.20 with 118 members. 

Holmes Presbyterian Camp and Conference Center 

 Camp brochures are available in the Narthex and on the shelf at the bot-

tom of the ramp. Camping programs are available for first graders through senior 

highs as well as family and adult camps. 

Aloha Hicks 
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From the church office 

Flowers in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings are a wonderful 

way to mark a special occasion, honor a love one, or celebrate 

the beauty of creation.   

May 3, 10, 17 & 31, June 7 are available. Arrangements are 

$25 each.  Please call the office to order flowers (245-2186). 

Big Thanks to: 
Sue Enright for printing and folding bulletins and Disciples. 

Sally Martin for helping to collate bulletins and mailings. 

Pat Prauda for help with mailings and bulletins. 

 

Baby food jars are needed by the Yorktown Presbyterian Preschool.  Please save 

them for us as often as possible.  Just leave them in a bag outside our classrooms (rooms 

5 & 7).  We will wash them and be ever so grateful! 

 

Help Needed: Paid, part time person to care for 2 year old while grandma recuperates.  

Daytime, flexible hours.  Please call Jean at 528-7269. 

 

If Pastoral Care Is Needed, Please Call The Office 
If you are in need of Pastoral Care or Hospital Visitation, please inform the Church Of-

fice of your need.  Please let us know of an upcoming hospitalization or surgery by 

touching base with our Church’s Caregivers.  Russ, Chris, our Elder Teams and the Dea-

cons are here to meet your needs, but we will never know unless you keep us informed!  
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