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A Message from Chip,  

our Pastor–Elect 

I think it is very appropriate that my first Disciple article would be in Novem-

ber. In the month we spend time being especially thankful, I continue to be full of grati-

tude after the wonderful weekend Tami and I spent with you all at the end of September. 

Tami and I certainly felt your warm hospitality, your generous spirit, and your over-

whelming affirmation that God has brought us together so that I may serve as your next 

pastor. I am thankful for your faith, your vision, and the ministry we will share. I truly 

believe God has something exciting in store for us, and look forward to living into what 

that will be. 

            I want to say thank you for the many prayers and emails of support since Sep-

tember. We shared the news with our churches, and the response has been what we ex-

pected. People are happy for us but sad that we are leaving. We have begun a time of 

celebrating what God has done through us together and grieving that our time together 

is coming to an and. October has (and I am sure November will as well) confirmed for 

me how grateful I am to have served in my current call with the people of Highland and 

Marlboro. I will miss them. 

            Your support has also been important source of strength as we shared the news 

of my new call and our new home with our children, Sophie (8), Benjamin (5) and Sam-

uel (3). As we expected, they were upset to hear that we would be moving because they 

had never envisioned us living anywhere else. But, as we shared our own enthusiasm for 

the future and told them about the wonderful things ahead for us – a new home, the 

wonderful people at the Yorktown church (they loved hearing about Super Bible Man!), 

and the new friends waiting to meet them at church and school – they have become 

more and more excited to see this new place. Everywhere we go now, they tell people 

we know (and people we don’t) that we are moving. We are hoping to bring them to 

church in December to introduce them to you all. 

            Through all of this, my excitement continues to grow for our future together. I 

am glad to be on email lists to begin learning about FPCY’s ministry. What I am read-

ing speaks to the many ways you all are a church burning with the good news of Jesus 

Christ and illuminating Yorktown and the surrounding area through your faithfulness. 

During this month of thanksgiving, I hope you will not only offer up thanksgiving to 

God for your many blessings, but also that you will hear God’s thanksgiving for your 

faithful witness and dedicated service. 

             

 With a grateful heart, 

                        Chip 
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Regular Worship Schedule  

8:30 a.m. Worship (Communion on the 1st Sunday of the month) 

9:30 a.m. Church School & Adult Education 

10:45 a.m. Worship, (Communion on the 1st Sunday of the month) 

12 noon . Service for Healing on the 3rd Sunday of each month 

Flowers in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings are a wonderful way to 

mark a special occasion, honor a love one, or celebrate the beauty of 

creation.  Nov. 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 are available.  

Arrangements are $25 each.  Please call the office to order flowers (245-

2186). 

Pastoral Care  

During our time of Pastoral transition, Elders of our congregation continue to provide pastoral 

care to our church family.  The following elders will handle any pastoral care needs: 

 

Sept. 14 to November 30: 

 Cal Weber (H) 914-245-2562, cew427@aol.com 

 Judy Chessa (W) 681-2210, (H) 245-1687,  judychessa@yahoo.com 

 

December 1-31: 

 Squeegee Mills (H) 845-621-3178, 

 Marianna Sherman (H) 914-737-8294 

 

If you are in need of care, please contact one of the Elders on call or the church office. 

Don’t forget: Daylight Savings Time ends on November 1st, so turn your clocks back on Sat-

urday night! 
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 What’s Happening… 

  in and around our church 

 Mark Your Calendars 

We’ve had a Key Change! (but it’s not from the choir) 
The East Door, which faces the cemetery, and North Door (Preschool door) 

keys have changed. If you have or need a key to either of these doors, please 

let Barbara Darragh know so she can put you on the list for the new keys.   

 

Confirmation Class Continues Each Tuesday, at 5:30 p.m. 
 Any young person who has completed the eighth grade may enroll for our 2009-2010 

Confirmation Class, taught by Rev. Chris Shelton. If you have any questions, please call the 

Church Office.   

 

Stewardship Update 
 What a great celebration we had on October 25, as we gathered to make 

our stewardship commitments for 2010 and to celebrate our church together! 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make Consecration Sunday a spe-

cial day in the life of our church. 

    Judy Chessa, chair 

    Stewardship Task Force 

Prayer Shawl Group - Nov. 4 at 9:30 a.m.; Nov. 18 at 10:30 a.m. 
This group meets right before the morning women’s circle on the first Wednesday of the month 

at 9:30 a.m. and on the third Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.  Call Marianna Sherman at 737-8294. 
 

Women’s Circle Bible Study - Nov. 4, Dec. 2 
The Women’s Circle meets in the lounge (Room 15) at 10:30 a.m. (the first Wednesday of the 

month).  All women are invited to join. The current study is “Joshua, A Journey of Faith”. 

Please call Kathy Anderson (603-3408) if you have any questions.   

 

The Knit Togethers - Nov. 9 & 23; Dec. 14 & 28 

We continue knitting lap blankets and children’s hats and mittens for local giving. Our meetings 

are held on alternate Mondays, 10:00am to 11:30am, in Lounge 15.  All who knit are welcome. 

Join us in the joy of creating and giving to others.  For information, call Norean Radke (962-

4370) or Lois Ostling (962-2809). 
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The Knit Togethers will hold their Annual Amazing Show & Tell 

on Sunday, November 8, 2009, from 9:30am to 12:30pm in the Gath-

ering Place.  Please come to view what we make for local giving. 

Church School Alternative Giving Fair   
November 15 & 22 in Fellowship Hall 
     *Living Gifts from Heifer International 

     *Fair Trade Coffees and Chocolates 

     *Gifts and Crafts from Fair Trade Cooperatives 

     *Handmade Gifts from our Children 

 Proceeds go to Heifer International and SERRV International 

GIVE THE WORLD A PRESENT 
 

Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering - Saturday, November 14 

“Healthy Bodies, Spirits and Communities,” led by Community Nurse Paula Graham, will be 

held on November 14 from 1:00-4:00 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church of Ossining, Rt. 9, 

south of Rt. 133. 
 

Seniors’ Lunch Bunch  
November 18: will have a catered Turkey dinner from Grand Central at 12 noon in Fellowship 

Hall.  Price is $20. Sign up will be on the Seniors’ bulletin board.  You do not have to be a sen-

ior to attend this meal. 

December 16:  at Traveler’s Rest at 12 noon. Menu and sign up sheet will be posted on the Sen-

ior’s bulletin board.  Price is $32. Grab bag gift should be at least $10. 
 

Community Thanksgiving Worship - Tuesday, November 24 
This year’s Community Thanksgiving Eve Worship will be held on November 24 at 7:30 p.m. 

at United Methodist Church of Yorktown, 2300 Crompond Rd, Yorktown.  The Yorktown 

Clergy Group will lead Worship. 
 

Hanging of the Greens - Saturday, November 28 
Everyone is welcome to join in our annual decoration of the Sanctuary for Advent and Christ-

mas. Many hands make light work as we put up the candles, wreaths, roping and Christmas tree, 

as well as setting up the Christmas crèche for the Advent Season. Continental breakfast will be 

provided from 8:30 to 9:00 a.m. Children welcome. Call our coordinators, Cal Weber (245-

2562 or Fran Proceller (245-4156), if you have any questions.  
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NEW!  Christmas Cookie Swap - Sunday, December 6th, 

4:00 PM in Fellowship Hall.  
The Congregational Life Committee is working out the details for our first ever 

"Christmas Cookie Swap".  Please hold the date and time and watch for more news 

in the Sunday Bulletin, Website and in the Gathering Space.  Participants of the 

Cookie Swap must sign up in advance.  Watch for signup sheets in November in the Gathering 

Space.  This will be a very sweet time of fellowship … Christmas carols included!  

Karen Gerth 914-318-6429. 

Gift Collection for the Children’s Center of the Bedford Hills 
Correctional Facility - Sunday, December 6. 
 We're asking our Sunday School children to bring in new toys, baby items, or gifts for 

teenagers. During their offering time in Sunday School, the children can bring their gifts to the 

altar area.   A basket in the Gathering Space will be available for Teens and others to place their 

gifts or they can give them to their classroom teachers (Grades 6-8).   

 CHRISTMAS WISH LIST: Dolls (dolls of color are especially appreciated), Infant and 

Toddlers toys and clothing (size newborn and up), board games and puzzles so that kids can 

play with their moms, other toys or craft kits, backpacks, wallets, photo albums, watches, movie 

videos, CD Gift Certificates, scarves, Walkmans, books, basketballs, footballs, soccer balls, 

baseball gloves, etc. 

 Clothing cannot be accepted in the following colors: Blue, Black, Orange, and Gray. 

Please no toy guns or any other items which promote violence. 

 

White Gifts for Residents of the Wassaic Center - December 14 
 The Taconic Developmental Disabilities Services Office services over 2000 clients liv-

ing at the facility and in group homes in three counties. Each year we remember adult residents 

by presenting appropriate gifts on White Gift Sunday, scheduled for December 13.  TDDS vol-

unteers will pick up our gifts on Monday, December 14 at 10 a.m. 

 Our thanks go to the Hudson Valley Occupational Health Nurse Association nurses, 

who work for some of our large Corporations in Westchester--IBM, Pepsi, Ciba Specialty, Al-

tria Corporate Services.  They will be adding their white gifts to ours. 

 Please do not wrap the gifts, but do include wrapping paper, ribbon, bows and gift tags 

so that the gifts may be personally matched to individual residents and wrapped at the Wassaic 

Center.  Our Christmas gifts are an important part of their celebration. 
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Their Wish List includes: 

M/F: Sweatshirts, Sweat Pants, Sweaters, PJ’s, Robe, Slippers, T Shirts, Mit-

tens, Gloves, Scarves, Winter Hats, Ear Muffs, Baseball Caps, Socks, 

Jewelry, Wristwatches, Wallets 

Men’s:  Dress Shirts, Flannel Shirts, Slacks/Jeans 38-44, Belts, Sneakers 10-13, 

Ladies’:  Blouses, Slacks 12-18, Sneakers 7-9, Pantyhose, Housecoats, Shawls, 

Handbags, Change Purses, Jewelry Boxes 

Cosmetics: Bar & Liquid Soaps, Toothbrush/Paste, Shampoo/Conditioner, Co-

logne M/F, Hand Cream/Lotion, Talcum Powder, Cosmetic Bags, 

Games/Other: Playing Cards, Puzzles, Crossword Puzzles, Word Search Activities, Board 

Games, Table Top Games, Washable Markers, Music Box, Cookies, Candy, Umbrellas, 

Tote Bags, Fanny Packs, Lap Blankets, Greeting Cards. 

Preschool Bake Sale - December 13, 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 (Early birds: Saturday, December 12, 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon) 

 The Yorktown Presbyterian Preschool will be holding its Annual Bake 

Sale in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, December 7 from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Home-

made treats for the holidays, attractively wrapped and suitable for freezing are be-

ing sold to benefit the school’s enrichment programs.  Make out your list now--

we’ll do your holiday baking for you!! 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Poinsettias for Christmas Eve  

Order your poinsettias for Christmas Eve by Monday, December 7.   

Cost is $15 each.   

Complete this form and drop in the collection plate or mail to the office. 

 

Name:           

 

How Many:    Enclosed: $    

 

Inscription: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Poinsettias may be picked up after the 11 p.m. service or left for Carol Sunday (December 27th). 
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COMMISSION CORNER  

Ninth Annual Sunday 

Afternoon Concert Series 

 

The ninth annual Sunday Afternoon Concert Series will kick off a year of beautiful mu-

sic with an Advent Concert on December 13th at 3:00. Conducted by Simona Frenkel and fea-

turing professional soloists and orchestra, the concert will feature the Vivaldi Gloria and other 

music of the advent season. Written by Antonio Vivaldi, one of the most celebrated composures 

of his time, the Gloria waited nearly two hundred years until its first modern performance in 

1939. The exact date of the piece is unknown, but it is believed to have been composed for the 

female students of a charitable school for orphaned girls. This popular work is often performed 

in the Christmas season, and is a thrilling musical start to the season of Advent. 

And then, mark your calendars now! Christmas Week would not be the same without 

our traditional Candlelight Chamber Music Concert on Sunday December 27
th

 at 4:00 

p.m.featuring David Baranowski on harpsichord, and invited guests. This popular annual tradi-

tion features chamber music in a sanctuary lit by candlight with costumed ushers guiding you to 

your seats, as might have occurred in the early years of our church building. The Cary Brown 

Trio will bring a relaxing afternoon of cool jazz swing on February 7th.and the Spring Con-

cert on April 25th will round out the season. A special “bonus” young People’s Classical Music 

Concert is in the planning stages for the spring. 

 The Sunday Afternoon Concert series is supported by the generosity of its church family 

patrons. To become a patron for the 2009-2010 season, please give a check for $50.00 (or more) 

payable to FPCY, and indicate it is for the Concert Series 09-10. Checks may be given in the 

collection plate or given to the office.  Corporate Donors can reserve space in the concert pro-

gram for the season as an acknowledgement of their donation. If you know of a business owner 

or proprietor who may be interested in being a concert patron, please notify Christie Herman or 

Louise Fang.  

Mission Commission 
Amnesty International-  
 Our Amnesty case for October 2008 appealed to the Attorney General of Zimbabwe to 

respect the rights of Jenni Williams and Magodonga Malangu, who were arrested during a 

peaceful protest demanding food aid for those in need.  The Supreme Court has now ruled that 

their arrest was unlawful, and they are waiting for the written decision.  In another positive 

move the Supreme Court has ruled that all charges against prominent human rights cam-

paigner, Jestina Mukoko, be dropped.   You are invited to the Amnesty table on November 8 as 

we again advocate for those who need our support. 

Carol Myers 

Commissions continued on pg. 13 
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Cancellation Procedure for Sunday Services 

and Church School: 

In the event of bad weather, we assume that members will decide for themselves whether it 

is safe for them to drive or not. Generally, the pastors will try to be at the church and are 

willing to hold a service (most likely the 10:45 a.m.) even if only a very few members are 

able to make it PROVIDED we have electricity and we can get the parking lot plowed!  

 

Notices about Cancellations will be on: 

 

1)  Web Site:  www.fpcyorktown.org under “alerts” after 7 a.m. on Sunday morning 

 Please use this if you are able - no busy signals, no waiting -and leave the careline for 

those without internet access. 

2)  Careline:  245-2313 after 7 a.m.  (Will be updated remotely) 

3)  Church email lists (Session, Deacons, Choir, Bell Choir, Church Announcements) 

 will receive an email by 7 a.m. 

4)  Church School Teachers will receive a phone call from the superintendents. 

     Church School Parents will receive a phone call from their child’s teacher. 

 

8:30 Worship Service and 9:30 Church School 

  notice of cancellations will be available by 7 a.m. on Sunday morning and 

will clearly state what is cancelled and what is not.  Church School teachers 

will be called by the Superintendents. Church School Parents will be called by 

their child’s teacher.  Allow time for this. 

10:45 Worship Service: 

 notice of cancellations will be available by 9:30 a.m. on Sunday morning 

and will clearly state what is cancelled and what is not. 

http://www.fpcyork.com/


10                           SUNDAY          MONDAY                TUESDAY            WEDNESDAY       THURSDAY        FRIDAY               SATURDAY 

        

      
  

  

  

1   Lord’s Supper 

    Peace and Justice Sunday 

Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 

9:30 - Church School – various rooms 

9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

3 

  
Confirmation Class 

5:30-7:15 

With supper 

  

4 

Prayer Shawl group – 9:30 

  

Womenôs Circle- Bible study 

10:30 AM in the Lounge 

  

5 
  
  
Bell choir – 6:30 
Choir  - 8:00 
All are welcome to join 

  

6 

  

7 
  
  
  
  
  

  

8 

Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 

9:30 - Church School – various rooms 

9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 

Amnesty Petition  in Fellowship Hall  

Knit Together Display in the Gathering 
Space 

  

9 
  
  

  

KNIT TOGETHER 

10-11:30 in the lounge 

  

  

10 

  
  
Confirmation Class 

5:30-7:15 
With supper 

  

11 
  
  

  

12 
  
  
  
Bell choir – 6:30 
Choir  - 8:00 
All are welcome to join 

  

13 

  

14 

Food Pantry 9 -11am  
Volunteers load bags from 8-9 am 

  

15 

Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 

9:30 - Church School – various rooms 

9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 

Alternative Giving Fair ï Fellowship Hall 
  

  

16 

  

  

  

  

17 

  
Confirmation Class 

5:30-7:15 

With supper 

  

18 

Prayer Shawl group – 10:30 

  
Senior Lunch Bunch 

12:00 in Fellowship Hall 
Catered Thanksgiving Sup-
per 

  

19 

  

  
Bell choir – 6:30 
Choir  - 8:00 
All are welcome to join 

  

20 

  
  
  

  

21 

Food Pantry 9 -11am  
Volunteers load bags from 8-9 am 

  

22 

Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 

9:30 - Church School – various rooms 

9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 

Alternative Giving Fair ï Fellowship Hall 

  

23 
  

  
KNIT TOGETHER 

10-11:30 in the lounge 

  

  

24 

Confirmation Class 

5:30-7:15 

With supper 
  
Community Thanksgiving Dinner 

United Methodist Church of York-
town at 7:30 

  

25 

  
  

  

26 

  
THANKSGIVING 
DAY 

  
  

  

27 

  

28 

Hanging of the Greens  

Breakfast served at 8:30 

Work begins at 9:00  

  

  

29  First Sunday in Advent 

Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 

9:30 - Church School Tree Decorating 

           All are welcome to attend 

9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 

  

30 

  
  

  

  
  
  
  

  
  

Annual Bedford Prison Chil-
drenôs Gift Program 

will be on December 6th 

  

  

  

  
  

  

                        First Presbyterian Church of Yorktown 
2880 Crompond Road  Yorktown Heights, NY   10598      (914) 245-2186        Http://www.fpcyorktown.org November 
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                        First Presbyterian Church of Yorktown 
2880 Crompond Road  Yorktown Heights, NY   10598      (914) 245-2186        Http://www.fpcyorktown.org 

2009 



12  

From the History of our Congregation… 

An excerpt from a sermon by Rev. William J. Cumming on August 6, 1876. He was the congre-

gation’s 10th pastor, serving from 1876 to 1906. 

 

This church antedates the Declaration of Independence by nearly half a century. When it was 

organized, no one then thought of a separation from the mother-country, nor had it then entered 

into the minds of even of the most visionary the astounding changes a century would make. At 

this time, the population of this entire county, outside of a few of the large towns in the south-

east corner, was not more than one-fourth of that of Peekskill today. The country was sparsely 

settles. Many, perhaps most, of these hills were covered with forests. These roads were but bri-

dle-paths. The saddle, whish has since been superseded by the wagon, was then in vogue. The 

main road was called the “King’s Highway”, and what is now known as Crompond Street was 

styled “Kingston Street”. Then there was but one Synod in the entire American Presbyterian 

Church, while now they number thirty-seven; and four Presbyteries, while now there are 175 in 

the northern church alone. The General Assembly, with which we have become familiar by its 

annual sessions, did not exist until sixty years later. The Yorktown Church has passed through 

all the periods of both church and state. It was born in colonial times, it passed through the fiery 

trial of the Revolution, and has remained to witness and rejoice in the one hundredth anniversary 

of our national birth. It lived under royal governors, and it enjoyed the beneficent rule of the 

republic. It began its existence when the divine right of kings was an established dogma, and it 

has lived to see accepted in profession, even by the tyrannical Sultan of Turkey, the fundamental 

principle of our national government, that rulers derive their authority from the consent of the 

people. It was born in the slow-coach days of the sailing vessel and the saddle, and it has seen 

these give way to the wagon, the steamer and the railroad. At its birth there was going on in the 

American Presbyterian Church a conflict between Old and New sides, which culminated in the 

Division of 1741. 

Submitted by Dick Hunter, Church Historian 
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Prison Ministry - Bibles Needed 
If anyone has extra Bibles at home that they are willing to donate, please bring them to the 

church office.  The Prison Partnership of Hudson River Presbytery can use them.  For more in-

formation, please visit www.hudrivpres.org/prison.  

 
Jan Peek Volunteers 
Nov. 28:  Ramage/Collins/Sherman families  Dec. 26: Chessa/Darreff  

January 23: ??    Call Bud Coccodrilli (245-6475).   

 The 4th Saturday of each month, we provide dinner at Peekskill’s Jan Peek House (a 

shelter for 19 men and women, which is part of Caring for the Homeless of Peekskill, C.H.O.P.).  

It is rewarding to share food and conversation with the residents and it is an important part of 

our congregation’s ministry to the community.  Information and sign-up list are on the SIGN-UP 

bulletin board by the Fellowship Hall doors.  Contact: Bud Coccodrilli (245-6475).   

 A big thanks goes to Karen Mack and Girl Scout Troop 1358 for the October dinner. 

Operations Commission 
We thank Dick Seymour and his team of helpers as they continue to move for-

ward with a variety of projects: 

1) Dick Seymour, Bud Coccodrilli and Fran Schiel have been doing exten-

sive painting work in the Sanctuary in the East Narthex stairwell from the ceil-

ing down to the floor. 

2) Pothole Alley has now been smoothed out a bit by filling all of the potholes 

and tamping down the item #4.  Thanks to Dick Seymour. 

3) Thanks go to Michael Stewart for making more baptism “buds” for our Baptism Tree. 

4) We thank Fran Proceller who repaired more tables!!  It never ends. 

 

Dick’s thank you note: 

 A very big Thank You to Fran Proceller for helping me with the measurement & dig-

ging of a Columnar grave in the East Yard Cemetery. Second, Phase II of the audio project is 

complete. That is, all wiring raceways have been installed and the new speaker wire installed. 

After Bill Herman connects the new wiring to the speakers and amps, I will remove the old wir-

ing, spackle the holes and do some touch-up painting. The center pole at the rear of the Sanctu-

ary will be sanded at that time and repainted to remove all of the tape marks. This latter work is 

referred to as Phase III. Finally, later this year, I will start Phase IV which is construction of the 

new audio cabinet  

 Another very big thank you to Craig Hibben for his work in the restoration of the bed 

in front of Fellowship Hall. Craig has planted a number of smaller Fountain Grass plants which 

replace the taller and bushier grasses that had been in that area. Craig also planted some very 

pretty mums in between the grasses so that the front of the building now really looks neat! 

Dick Seymour, Operations Commission 
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*************************************************************************** 

If any one would like to order a name tag, please fill out this form and return to Barbara in the 

office.  Cost is $5. 

 

Style:  pin or clip (circle)  Color:    blue or black (circle) 

 

Name:           

 

Enclosed:  $     

The Sanctuary Ladder has arrived! 
Gifts from the Gene Schiel and Vince D’Amore Memorial Funds will be used for a special lad-

der to provide access to the Sanctuary Attic and Bell Tower.  This ladder will improve the aes-

thetics and safety of attic access in our Sanctuary.  Our thanks go to Fran Schiel and Sara 

Mann for their gracious cooperation. 

Barbara Darragh, for the Operations Commission. 

Communications Commission 
From the Website 

 The most popular pages this month have been the new pastor pages, which include pic-

tures and the biography of Reverend Chip Low, and his wife, Reverend Tami Seidel.  Visitors 

stayed an average of 5 minutes on the site, and viewed an average of nearly 7 pages per visit.  

Also generating high interest are the Pictures page, and the new DiscipleOnline page, which 

provides a table of contents to the respective digital locations of Disciple content.  Just go to 

www.fpcyorktown.org, and you will find links to new Reverend Chip Low, the DiscipleOnline, 

and church headlines. 

 Trivia Question -- the answer can be found on the website --- USHERING   is a very 

important part of the Church service, and is ideal for people who may find themselves with time 

pressures.  There are eleven usher commandments (there was a budget overrun) to help people 

carry out this responsibility.  Name any two.   

Carl Anderson 

 

Congregational Life Commission 

Name tags 
Dig out those name pins.  We all have them.  Why don't we wear them?  Our church is growing 

rapidly and our new members are wearing their name pins so we can get to know them but what 

about the rest of us?  Let's help our new members get to know who we are and our new pastor as 

well.  So, dust off those pins and wear them proudly or else order one below. 



 15 

Deacon Highlights  

 Deacons have been busy with their ministries to the Homebound, Loaves and 

Fishes, Food Pantry and Card Ministry.   

 The Deacons and Food Pantry Group all voiced their thanks and praise to Carl 

Anderson for his excellent service in receiving, organizing and storing the huge bi-weekly 

order of groceries from the Food Bank for Westchester (the warehouse from which our 

Food Pantry receives its groceries to distribute). 

 Our newest junior Deacon was a baby boy Tristan Ty born on October 13 to Dea-

con Jill Pagliettini. Congratulations to Jill and family. 

 With the holidays approaching, the Saturday, November 21 Thanksgiving and the 

Saturday December19th Christmas Food Pantries will be very busy.  The December 19th 

includes Toys for Tots and is a very happy occasion.  Volunteers would be appreci-

ated.  If you plan to volunteer, please come between 8:00am and 8:30am on Nov. 21 and 

Dec. 19. There is a possibility that we might need volunteers to pack the bags on the Fri-

day before.  

 Please give us a call if we can help out through Loaves and Fishes, or Transporta-

tion. 

Blessings to all, 

Deacon Louise Fang 

 
Food Pantry  

Hours:  9 a.m. to 11a.m.,  

Next Dates: November 14 & 21; December 12 & 19; 
Volunteers to help load bags from 8-9 a.m. are always appreciated.  Call Peter Marsh 845-526-

4226  if you would like to help out one Saturday. 
 

Food Pantry Always Needs :   
Instant coffee Tea Cereal  Pasta  Spaghetti sauce 

Peanut butter Soup Cookies Crackers Paper products  

Toothpaste Soap Diapers  Personal hygiene products  

Your monetary contributions are also appreciated.  We “shop” at the Food 

Bank for Westchester where a dollar will buy more food than you can imag-

ine, thanks to government and corporate donations. 

 

We also need plastic bags  -  grocery size.  Bring to room 16.  
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Christian Education 

Church School Chalkboard 

  

In November, the children will be learning the story of Ezekiel, a Hebrew prophet 

who was the “voice of the exile.”  He foretold the destruction of Jerusalem in splendid detail 

– eleven years before it occurred.   Just as God had said, the people of Israel had been a 

“rebellious people” and had not paid attention to Ezekiel.  Once the news of the destruction 

spread, they listened to his prophesies.  It was then that God changed the message from one 

of foreboding to one of hope and restoration.  This is the very message that has seen the 

people of Israel through many dark times, as well as connecting to Christians with the mes-

sage of new life.  It is easy to hear this story and see an Old Testament God who is vindic-

tive and judgmental.  Upon reflection, the theme that emerges is one of a God who always 

cares for his chosen people, never deserting them, patiently waiting for them to return to the 

love that is always extended. 

 Our Church School children are also learning that returning a portion of what we 

have to God is our way of responding to God’s love.  Each time we give some of what we 

have – our time, money, or talents – we are giving to God what we have received from Him.  

The children have received “Commitment Cards” and have an opportunity to pledge both 

financial and non-financial gifts to God.  Please review the Commitment Card with your 

child(ren) and return it to Church School or the Church Office as soon as possible.  If you 

have not received a Commitment Card and would like one, please contact the Church Office 

at 914-245-2186. 

 

*Our Church School will host an “Alternative Giving Fair” on the mornings of 

Sunday, November 15th and 22nd in Fellowship Hall.  The Fair benefits both the Heifer In-

ternational and Servv International's many fair-trade craft/food cooperatives which enable 

poor families to earn fairer wages for their hard work. The fair will feature crafts made by 

people of other countries, free-trade coffees, T-shirts, note cards, crafts made by our Church 

School students, etc.  All proceeds from the fair will be donated to the Heifer Project and to 

SERRV International.   

 *On Sunday, November 29th, the children will be involved in the decorating of 

their Christmas tree in Fellowship Hall during the Church School hour.  This is tradition-

ally a favorite event as we celebrate the beginning of Advent together.  Parents – please feel 

free to stay and join us! 

 *The Church School Committee will run its Annual Bedford Prison Children’s 

Gift Program on December 6th.  

 

 Happy Thanksgiving! 

Beth Gruber and JoAnne Marsh, Church School Superintendents 
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Adult Education  
Curious about Calvin? 
Discussion with Chris Shelton 

The Presbyterian family traces its roots to a John Calvin, the sixteenth century 

Reformer.   

Who is this character, and what was it about his theology that birthed a move-

ment?   

Was he all about fire and brimstone, depravity and fear?   

Or was he a passionate theologian of grace and love? 

And, what, if anything, makes his theology relevant today? 

 

Come meet your long-lost cousin in the faith, John Calvin, and see how his faith might 

just shape yours. 

 

Sundays, Nov. 1, 8, 15 and 22, Chris Shelton will lead our conversation at 9:30 a.m. 

in the library-lounge 

 

Advent Study, topic to be announced 

Sundays, Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13 and 20 

New in the Church Library 

The Genesis of Justice (222 D), by Harvard law professor Alan Dershowitz, 

is a commentary on ten Old Testament stories and how they provide the ori-

gins for today's laws.  In a style that evokes being in a small seminar with a 

professor, Dershowitz takes the stories of Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, 

Lot, and others, and offers multiple views on their application today.  He 

argues that the Book of Genesis reveals the origins of justice in society.  

Ranging over such topics as the insanity defense, police corruption, federal 

sentencing guidelines, and the defense of the guilty, the book provokes the 

reader to consider God's fairness as well as that of our current justice system.  

He concludes with a discussion of the Ten Commandments and shows how 

they can be traced to the stories of Genesis. 
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From the church office: 

Thank You To: 
Sally Martin for helping to collate bulletins and do mailings. 

Pat Prauda for help with mailings and bulletins. 

John Prauda for maintaining all the literature in the pew racks in the Sanctuary. 

 
Address changes or corrections: Please call 245-2186 anytime, or write the church office 

now!!  Our email is office@fpcyorktown.org. 

 

Reminder:   
1.) Please remember to DRIVE SLOWLY on the unpaved parts of our parking lots. 

2.) Please use plastic trash bags when putting stuff in the dumpster.  Please do not put anything 

in there loose. It is messy and creates opportunities for rats.  

 

Piano Lessons/Organ Lessons 
Simona Frenkel, our Music Director, is offering piano lessons to children 6 years old and up, 

and organ lessons to adults and children 13 years old and up.  Simona holds the M.M. degree in 

performance and Ph.D degree in musicology from Juilliard School and Kiev Conservatory.  

Contact Simona for additional information at 212-304-9693. 

Max Lucado is known for his encouraging books, and Facing Your Giants (222 

L) is no exception.  Here, he studies King David, both the good and the bad, to 

show us how to face the giants in our lives.  We see David fighting Goliath, as 

well as hiding from Saul, befriending Jonathan, hiding with the enemy, keeping 

his promises, falling into adultery and murder with Bathsheba, and watching his 

own children spin out of control.  From this we learn the importance of friends 

and family, but ultimately the importance of putting our focus on God rather than 

on the giants in our lives. 

 

If you're curious about whether the Church Library has a particular book, there's 

an easy way to check.  On the shelves near the book return box is a loose-leaf 

binder containing an author list of all the adult books in the Library, and a second 

list by call number (which represents subject areas).  There's a second copy of the 

notebook in the Church Office. 
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