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 I grew up in Houston, Texas with my parents and younger sister. Upon graduation 

from high school, I attended Baylor University in Waco, TX where I earned a Bachelor of 

Arts degree, summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa, with majors in Religion and Greek. I 

then attended Princeton Theological Seminary and earned a Master of Divinity degree 

with an emphasis in Biblical Studies and Christian Education. 

 My family has strong roots in the Southern Baptist Convention. Our roots there 

trace back to at least the revival-circuit preachers during the Second Great Awakening of 

this country. My grandfather had a taste of Presbyterian life when as a child, a Presbyte-

rian minister would preach twice a month in his church in Paris, TX. My Christian nurture 

as a child was mainly in Southern Baptist churches. I attended Sunday school regularly, 

sang in choirs, went on mission trips and was active in junior high and high school youth 

groups. In the midst of this nurture, I “walked the aisle” at the age of seven to profess my 

faith in Jesus Christ and again, at sixteen, to commit my life to full-time ministry, due in 

large part to my youth group experience. 

 Because of my academic interests, my college professors suggested that I attend 

Princeton Theological Seminary, and what wonderful guidance that turned out to be. 

Princeton introduced me in a formal way to the history, theology and rich tradition of the 

Reformed faith. Over my four years there, I came to feel at home in the Reformed tradi-

tion and the Presbyterian Church (USA). 

 At Princeton, I also met my wife, Tami Seidel. A native of Lancaster, PA, a life-

long Presbyterian, and a graduate of Wellesley College (magna cum laude, Phi Beta 

Kappa, Religion major, Environmental Science minor), Tami is also an ordained PC

(USA) minister. She has served as associate pastor at the First Presbyterian Church of Ply-

mouth, MI, and since we’ve had children, as part-time parish associate at First Presbyte-

rian Church, Monroe, NY and at Highland and Marlboro. We have three wonderful and 

energetic children – Sophie (8), Benjamin (5), and Samuel (3) – and two cats. 

 Along the way, I have worked in many jobs and ministry positions. I have been a 

substitute teacher in public schools, an examination coordinator for a community college, 

a teaching fellow and tutor, a student manager for a food service, and a research assistant. 

I have worked in a number of churches in both central and south Texas and in New Jersey, 

as well as in nursing homes in Houston and in prisons around Texas. I spent two years 

working as a chaplain at Trenton Psychiatric Hospital in Trenton, NJ and another two 

years as a resident in the Clinical Pastoral Education program at St. Vincent Mercy Medi-

cal Center in Toledo, OH. After CPE, I worked as an pastoral intern at First Presbyterian 

Church in Ypsilanti, MI while completing the ordination process. 

 For the last nine years, I have been the pastor of a yoked parish which includes the 
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First Presbyterian Churches of Highland and Marlboro, NY. They have 100 and 125 ac-

tive members on their rolls, but total closer to 300 when the scope of ministry includes 

family members and friends of the churches and children. They are nine miles apart, far 

enough to be in separate communities, but not too far, so that I have had success in doing 

shared ministry and building fellowship between them. I have had two of everything, from 

worship services to committee meetings, and it has been an invaluable learning experience 

for me. 

 In my ministry at Highland and Marlboro, I have worked to encourage a new 

sense of belonging and to inject a fresh vitality and relevance in worship through involv-

ing more people (children and adults) in worship leadership, including a variety of musi-

cal styles, and incorporating multi-media technology. We have seen a new level of com-

mitment through young families joining the church and increased pledges and giving each 

year. The churches have increased their community outreach and mission through Vaca-

tion Bible School and food pantries, starting an annual area CROP Walk, cooking and 

hosting a free Thanksgiving dinner for area residents, working on Habitat houses, and 

raising awareness and money for local and national poverty and homelessness issues. All 

of my pastoral work – from pastoral care to mission trips to worship to committee meet-

ings – is grounded in my firm belief in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, God’s promise of 

new life and hope for all, and the Spirit’s call to engage in God’s healing, liberating work 

in the world. 

 In addition to my ministry with my two churches, I am the chaplain of the High-

land and Marlboro Fire Departments and have been leading Bible studies for the Marist 

College Women’s Basketball team. At the Presbytery level, I have served on the Vision 

Ministries team, the Stewardship team and as moderator-elect and moderator of the pres-

bytery. For eight years I was on the planning team and a director for the Silver Bay Pres-

byterian Youth Conference. 

 Outside of church, I am a certified cycling instructor, teaching two classes a week 

at our local fitness center. I enjoy fishing and hiking, golf, playing with my kids and read-

ing. 

 To me, God is a God of surprises. Looking at each of the different pieces of my 

vocational journey separately, it is hard to imagine how they all fit together. But, when I 

look at them as a whole picture, I am surprised and grateful for the wonderful opportuni-

ties to meet new people, live in different places, face new challenges, and see God at work 

in the lives of people as they celebrate the joys of life and walk through its tragedies. That 

whole picture has helped me discern God’s call for me into parish ministry. In view of 

this, I am excited about the call to serve as pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of 

Yorktown. I am looking forward to this new opportunity to build a home with my family 

and to know and grow with the people God has gifted to FPCY. 
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The Congregation extends heartfelt thanks to Bud 

Coccodrilli, Christie Herman, Kristin Hodgkinson, 

David Monk, Jack Shaughnessy, Marianna Sherman, 

and Patti Talbot., our Pastor Nominating Committee, 

for their months of tireless work in the task of finding 

our new Pastor-Elect. Well Done! 

Regular Worship Schedule  

8:30 a.m. Worship (Communion on the 1st Sunday of the month) 

 9:30 a.m. Church School & Adult Education 

10:45 a.m. Worship, (Communion on the 1st Sunday of the month) 

12 noon . Service for Healing on the 3rd Sunday of each month 

World Communion Sunday - October 4 
On Sunday October 4th, our church with others around the world will celebrate our oneness in 

Christ, the Prince of Peace. Celebrated the first Sunday in October – it is one of the most vener-

able of “special Sundays.” World Communion Sunday (originally called World Wide Commun-

ion Sunday) originated in the Presbyterian Church (USA) in 1936. The day has taken on new 

relevancy and depth of meaning in a world where globalization often has undermined peace and 

justice – and in a time when fear divides the peoples of God's earth.  It reminds us that we are 

called to serve in the midst of a world ever more in need of peacemaking. 

A Note from the Communications Commission on our Pastoral 
Transition: 
We are keeping up-to-date information on our new Pastor and related activities on this 

web page: http://www.fpcyorktown.org/HNewPastor.php. If you prefer less typing, go 

to the home page -- www.fpcyorktown.org, or the Alerts page, which will have a link to 

the NewPastor page. We will also be sending out information and updates through e-

mail (see information about joining the fpcy announcements email list on page 12), 

along with using conventional mail and The Disciple during this New Pastor transition 

process.    
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 What’s Happening… 

  in and around our church 

If Pastoral Care Is Needed, Please Call The Office 
If you are in need of Pastoral Care or Hospital Visitation, please inform the Church Office of 

your need.  Please let us know of an upcoming hospitalization or surgery by touching base with 

our Church’s Caregivers.  Our Elder Teams and the Deacons are here to meet your needs, but 

we will never know unless you keep us informed! 

Pastoral Care Coverage  

The following elders will be available to handle any pastoral care needs: 

Sept. 14 to October 31: 

 Cal Weber  914-245-2562,   cew427@aol.com 

 Judy Chessa, (W)681-2210, (H) 245-1687,  judychessa@yahoo.com 

November1-30 and December 1-31: TBA 

 

East Door and North Door keys will be changing, probably in October.  If you 

have or need a key to either of these doors, please let Barbara know so she can put you on the 

list for the new keys.  Look in the bulletin for more information about the timing of this change. 

Barbara Darragh 

 Mark Your Calendars 

Prayer Shawl Group - Oct. 7 at 9:30 a.m.; Oct. 21 at 10:30 a.m. 
This group meets right before the morning women’s circle on the first Wednesday of the month 

at 9:30 a.m. and on the third Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.  Call Marianna Sherman at 737-8294. 

 
Women’s Circle Bible Study  - Oct. 7, Nov. 4, Dec. 2 
The Women’s Circle meets in the lounge (Room 15) at 10:30 a.m. (the first Wednesday of the 

month).  All women are invited to join.  Please call Kathy Anderson (603-3408) if you have any 

questions.  The new study is “Joshua, A Journey of Faith”. 
 

The Knit Togethers - Oct. 26; Nov. 9 & 23; Dec. 14 & 28 

We continue knitting lap blankets and children’s hats and mittens for local giving. 

Our meetings are held on alternate Mondays, 10:00am to 11:30am, in Lounge 15.  All who knit are wel-

come. Join us in the joy of creating and giving to others.  For information call Norean Radke (962-4370) 

or Lois Ostling (962-2809). 
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Fall Hike 
Sunday, October 11th, 1 p.m. (Raindate 10/18)  Teatown Lake Reservation; 

1600 Spring Valley Road in Ossining, NY 10562 1:00 PM 

Let's stroll around Teatown Lake!    Please join me at Teatown Lake Reserva-

tion on Sunday, October 11th for leaf looking and an easy walk around the 

lake.  Bring a sandwich and a beverage and we can have a picnic lunch when we are done!  Be 

sure to wear your sneakers or walking shoes.   

Karen Gerth, chair, Congregational Life 

 

Confirmation Class Begins Tuesday, October 13 at 5:30 p.m. 
 Any young person who has completed the eighth grade may enroll for 

our 2009-2010 Confirmation Class, taught by Rev. Chris Shelton. There will 

be 9 sessions, starting on October 13.  The meetings will run from 5:30 to 

7:15 p.m. in the lounge 15 and will include supper.  

 If you have any questions call the Church Office.  Parents interested in 

enrolling their children in Confirmation Class, please contact the Church Of-

fice.  A letter with more information will be sent to parents. 
 

Seniors’ Lunch Bunch  
October 21:  will meet at on October 21 at 12 noon for lunch in Fellowship Hall.   Lunch is 

potluck.  Everyone bring a dish to share. 

November 18: will have a catered Turkey dinner from Grand Central at 12 noon in Fellowship 

Hall.  Price TBD later. Sign up will be on the Seniors’ bulletin board.  You do not have to be a 

senior to attend this meal. 

December 16:  at Traveler’s Rest at 12 noon.  Menu and sign up sheet will be posted on the 

Senior’s bulletin board.  Price TBD later. 

Consecration Sunday -- October 25 –-- SAVE THE DATE – 
On behalf of the Stewardship Task Force, you are invited to join us as together we share 

our Stewardship Consecration Worship Services and Celebration Meals on Sunday, October 25.   

We are all called to minister together to the needs of God’s people both inside and out-

side of our Church.  We empower that ministry through our faithful stewardship commitment.  

On Consecration Sunday, we will have the opportunity to offer our 2010 financial commitment 

to the work of Jesus Christ through our Church.  

 We will also have the opportunity to share in a Celebration Meal that Sunday: a catered 

brunch will be served after the 8:30 a.m. worship and catered lunch will be served after the 

10:45 a.m. service.  You don’t have to bring a thing but yourself! 
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COMMISSION CORNER  

Mission Commission 

 The Mission Commission sponsored a successful Midnight Run, and now we are all out 

of toiletries!  Look through your suitcases from your last trip, and bring us individual sized soap, 

toothbrushes, small toothpaste, shampoo.  We also need washcloths, razors, small shaving 

cream, small deodorant and lip balm. The small size items are important, as full-size items are 

cumbersome to carry for people on the street. 

 We also need clothes, especially tube socks, men’s underwear, jockey style, sizes 32 

through 42,  sweatshirts (large and extra large), long-sleeved shirts (large and extra large, dark 

colors preferred)  and t shirts (medium through extra large, any color).  The Mission Commis-

sion is looking forward to a future Midnight Run.  If you would like to participate, please con-

tact Connie Knapp, Mission Commission Chair, at caknapp@acm.org or 914.941.7997.  For 

more information visit the Midnight Run website, at http://www.midnightrun.org/index.php. 

 And thanks to those who participated in the last Midnight Run, either by going on the 

run, making sandwiches or keeping us in your prayers.  

 The next meeting of the Mission Commission will be Wednesday, October 7 at 7:30.  

All are welcome to join us.   

 

Amnesty International-  
Many thanks to all who sent letters as we resumed our program in September.  AI believes that 

every person has rights- that is the essence of our humanity.  Our faith calls us to stand up 

for these rights, not just our own but also those of others.  Please join our next letter writing on 

October 11 after each worship service. 

Carol Myers 

 

Prison Ministry - Bibles Needed 
If anyone has extra Bibles at home that they are willing to donate, please bring them to the 

church office.  The Prison Partnership of Hudson River Presbytery can use them.  For more in-

formation, please visit www.hudrivpres.org/prison.  

What better time is it than now to continue our faithful stewardship 

and to celebrate this extraordinary community of God’s people? 

 We hope you will join your fellow parishioners for this time of 

worship, fellowship and thanksgiving for all that God has given us to share.  

Everyone is invited! 

   Stewardship Task Force – Judy Chessa, chair 
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Jan Peek Volunteers 
Oct. 24: Karen Mack and Girl Scout Troop 1358 Nov. 28:  Ramage/Collins/Sherman 

families  Dec. 26: ???      Call Bud Coccodrilli (245-6475).   

 The 4th Saturday of each month, we provide dinner at Peekskill’s Jan Peek House (a 

shelter for 19 men and women, which is part of Caring for the Homeless of Peekskill, C.H.O.P.).  

It is rewarding to share food and conversation with the residents and it is an important part of 

our congregation’s ministry to the community.  Information and sign-up list are on the SIGN-UP 

bulletin board by the Fellowship Hall doors.  Contact: Bud Coccodrilli (245-6475).   

 A big thanks goes to the Eliasson family for the September dinner. 

Congregational Life Commission 

We had delightful weather for our annual Parish Picnic, held Sunday 9/13.  While Worship and 

Fellowship took center stage, there are several folks I would like to spotlight for their behind the 

scenes efforts. Grateful thanks to:  Ann Everingham for her leadership, Pat Prauda for shopping, 

our Grill Masters - Bill Talbot, Jim Gerth, & Mike Gerth, volunteers - Rita Child, Debbie Ber-

nardini, Patti Talbot, Sue Mintzer, Angelyn Forbes-Freeze, Chuck & Norean Radke, George 

Everingham and Ken Sherman; Cal Weber and his family for the lovely flowers that graced the 

picnic tables and our make shift pulpit.  Many hands made light the work and I am oh, so grate-

ful!   (If you are missing a utensil or dish, please check with me in the kitchen ... we washed 

some "new" serving pieces)!  Karen Gerth, Chair, Congregational Life Commission 
 

Amish Friendship Bread 
Anyone interested in learning how to make Amish Friendship bread, please contact Martha Gar-

rison at 245-6778.  She has some “starter.” 

 

Name tags 
Dig out those name pins.  We all have them.  Why don't we wear them?  Our church is growing 

rapidly and our new members are wearing their name pins so we can get to know them but what 

about the rest of us?  Let's help our new members get to know who we are and our new pastor as 

well.  So, dust off those pins and wear them proudly or else order one below. 

 

*************************************************************************** 

If any one would like to order a name tag, please fill out the following form and 

return to Barbara in the office.  Cost is $5. 

 

Style:  pin or clip (circle)  Color:    blue or black (circle) 

 

Name:             

 

Enclosed:  $     
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Operations Commission 

We thank Dick Seymour and his team of helpers as they continue to move 

forward with a variety of projects: 

Steeple: Phase 2 of the steeple stabilizing project will begin this fall.   

 

Sanctuary:   Dick Seymour has 1) painted and spiffed up the pulpit and all the white trim 

around it and removed old speakers and cleaned up behind them: 2) been working on finding an 

access ladder to the attic and bell tower as well as painting the wall at the top of the west stairs 

where the ladder will be attached.; and  3) has been monitoring issues in the attic and dealing 

with bats, yet again, in our continuing struggle to get them to live elsewhere. 

CE Building:   
 We thank Fran Proceller who checked all fourteen of our round tables and repaired 

some legs so we could have our potluck supper this past Saturday, Sept. 26. 

 Our thanks again to Dick Seymour for leading projects such as cleaning up the east 

berm in the back parking lot and adding wood chips to many of the shrubs and landscaped beds  

 

Dick’s thank you note: 
 A very big Thank You to the many people who helped with the September 12 work 

party. It was indeed very hard work, but I was very encouraged to see such a great turnout in a 

rather wet and dismal morning period. We had an exceptional crew from both our Church Fam-

ily as well as the Boy Scouts, Troop 165.   Please help me to thank each of the following indi-

viduals when you next see them: Bill Herman, Ian Spence, Mark Linehan, Carl Anderson, Ted 

Crockett, Cal Weber, Deanna Collins, Carol Annacone, Mable Seymour, Craig Hibben, Ed de 

Jong, Pat Prauda and some very hard working Boy Scouts & Leaders.  I am very, very apprecia-

tive of their efforts this day . All were very hard workers and they helped us accomplish a very 

lot of improvement on the East berm of the North Parking Lot and on the bed near the shed. 

Also, a lot of weeding was done on the East bed next to the Sanctuary led by Deanna Collins. 

The Boy Scouts that I know the names of were: Brian, Kyle, Mathew and Gabriel. Also, Wayne 

Hamilton the Leader of Troop 165 was there as well as several other leaders who not only super-

vised the Scouts, but helped with much of the work.  

 Again, a very big THANK YOU to all! Your efforts are very much appreciated!!!!!!!!

  Dick Seymour, Operations Commission 

 

Memorial Fund:  Gifts from the Gene Schiel and Vince D’Amore Memorial Funds will be 

used for a special ladder to provide access to the Sanctuary Attic and Bell Tower.  This ladder 

will improve the aesthetics and safety of attic access in our Sanctuary.  Our thanks go to Fran 

Schiel and Sara Mann for their gracious cooperation. 

Barbara Darragh, for the Operations Commission. 
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                         SUNDAY             MONDAY            TUESDAY            WEDNESDAY         THURSDAY        FRIDAY                SATURDAY 

        

      
  

  

    
  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  

1 
  
  
Bell choir – 6:30 
Choir  - 8:00 
All are welcome to join 

  

2 

  

3 
  
  
  
  
  

  

4  Lord’s Supper 

World Communion Sunday 

Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 
  

9:30 - Church School – various rooms 

9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 

  

5 
  
  

  

  

6 

  

7 

Prayer Shawl group – 9:30 

  

Women’s Circle- Bible study 

10:30 AM in the Lounge 

  

  

8 
  
  
  
Bell choir – 6:30 
Choir  - 8:00 
All are welcome to join 

  

9 

  

10 

Food Pantry 9-11am 
Volunteers load bags from 8-9 am 

  

11 

Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 
  

9:30 - Church School – various rooms 

9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 

  

  

12 

  

  

  

  

13 

  
Confirmation Class 

5:30-7:15 

With supper 

  

14 

  
  

  

15 

  

  
Bell choir – 6:30 
Choir  - 8:00 
All are welcome to join 

  

16 

  
  
  

  

17 

  

  

18 

Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 
  

9:30 - Church School – various rooms 

9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 
  

Knit Together Show and Tell in Fellowship Hall 

  

19 
  

  
  

  

20 

  
  
Confirmation Class 

5:30-7:15 

With supper 

  

21 

Prayer Shawl group – 10:30 

  
Senior Lunch Bunch 

Pot Luck 

12:00  in Fellowship Hall 
  

  

22 

  
  
Bell choir – 6:30 
Choir  - 8:00 
All are welcome to join 

  

23 

  

24 

Food Pantry 9-11am 
Volunteers load bags from 8-9 am 

  

25 Consecration Sunday 

Worship Service  8:30 

Catered brunch 9:30 in Fellowship Hall 

Worship Service 10:45 

Catered Lunch 12:00 in Fellowship Hall 
9:30 - Church School – various rooms 

9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 

  

  

26 

  
KNIT TOGETHER 

10-11:30 in the lounge 

  

  

27 

  
  
  
Confirmation Class 

5:30-7:15 

With supper 

  

28 
  

29 

  

30 

  

31 

October 
                        First Presbyterian Church of Yorktown 

2880 Crompond Road  Yorktown Heights, NY   10598      (914) 245-2186        Http://www.fpcyorktown.org 



 11 

                         SUNDAY             MONDAY            TUESDAY            WEDNESDAY         THURSDAY        FRIDAY                SATURDAY 

        

      
  

  

    
  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  

1 
  
  
Bell choir – 6:30 
Choir  - 8:00 
All are welcome to join 

  

2 

  

3 
  
  
  
  
  

  

4  Lord’s Supper 

World Communion Sunday 

Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 
  

9:30 - Church School – various rooms 

9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 

  

5 
  
  

  

  

6 

  

7 

Prayer Shawl group – 9:30 

  

Women’s Circle- Bible study 

10:30 AM in the Lounge 

  

  

8 
  
  
  
Bell choir – 6:30 
Choir  - 8:00 
All are welcome to join 

  

9 

  

10 

Food Pantry 9-11am 
Volunteers load bags from 8-9 am 

  

11 

Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 
  

9:30 - Church School – various rooms 

9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 

  

  

12 

  

  

  

  

13 

  
Confirmation Class 

5:30-7:15 

With supper 

  

14 

  
  

  

15 

  

  
Bell choir – 6:30 
Choir  - 8:00 
All are welcome to join 

  

16 

  
  
  

  

17 

  

  

18 

Worship Services 8:30 and 10:45 
  

9:30 - Church School – various rooms 

9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 
  

Knit Together Show and Tell in Fellowship Hall 

  

19 
  

  
  

  

20 

  
  
Confirmation Class 

5:30-7:15 

With supper 

  

21 

Prayer Shawl group – 10:30 

  
Senior Lunch Bunch 

Pot Luck 

12:00  in Fellowship Hall 
  

  

22 

  
  
Bell choir – 6:30 
Choir  - 8:00 
All are welcome to join 

  

23 

  

24 

Food Pantry 9-11am 
Volunteers load bags from 8-9 am 

  

25 Consecration Sunday 

Worship Service  8:30 

Catered brunch 9:30 in Fellowship Hall 

Worship Service 10:45 

Catered Lunch 12:00 in Fellowship Hall 
9:30 - Church School – various rooms 

9:30 - Adult Education in the Library 

  

  

26 

  
KNIT TOGETHER 

10-11:30 in the lounge 

  

  

27 

  
  
  
Confirmation Class 

5:30-7:15 

With supper 

  

28 
  

29 

  

30 

  

31 

2009 

                        First Presbyterian Church of Yorktown 
2880 Crompond Road  Yorktown Heights, NY   10598      (914) 245-2186        Http://www.fpcyorktown.org 



12  

Communications Commission 

From the Website  -- www.fpcyorktown.org  The most visited pages this 

month were the pictures, Church Life, and pastors pages.  Commission 

reports are on the Church Business page. Mission initiatives, including 

the Prison Ministry bible collection, are on the Mission page, and the 

Church School schedule is available on the Church School page.  The 

Church Life page has links to current and past issues of The Disciple. 

 

Online Calendar  www.fpcyorktown.org   There is now an interactive calendar which displays 

(and prints) church events by day, week, or month.  Outside organization usage and church 

group meetings can be displayed separately or combined.  Links to the calendar are on the home 

page, and on the church life page. 

 

Church Banners on the Website -- we are fortunate to have a collection of  banners that cele-

brate our Church life.  We appreciate the talents and generosity of Evie Brown, Joan Heimlich, 

Miriam Huibregtse, Sarah Roeloffs, and Barbara Wilkens.  A portion of the collection can be 

seen on the  website. Go to www.fpcyorktown.org ,  to the Pictures page, and click on the link 

for Church Banners. 

 

Announcements Email List 
Do you know about the church "announcements" email list? This modern day phone chain is an 

email-based system for sending alerts to the church community. These alerts can range from 

deaths within our church family to weather related cancellations  to event rescheduling or major 

new news.  Email frequency varies but typically is once per month or less. Signing up is simple 

-- just send an email to: 

FPCY_Announce+subscribe@googlegroups.com 

This link is also on the church website, on the church business page. 

 

Sunday Worship Services are now on CD 
If you know of someone who would like to receive a recording of the worship service, please 

contact Chuck Radke 914 962 4370.  The Deacons will arrange for delivery of a bulletin and a 

CD recording.  

 

 Trivia Question -- the answer can be found on the website -- www.fpcyorktown.org -- Our 

Church provides support to upwards of over 30 mission initiatives, and meeting facilities to up-

wards of 20 different organizations. Among the most well known are the Food Pantry, Jan Peek 

Meal, and Amnesty International campaign. Name three other mission initiatives, and three dif-

ferent organizations that use our facilities. 

mailto:FPCY_Announce-subscribe@googlegroups.com
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Can You Help    ---   With a Short Survey? 
The Communications Commission is looking at ways to improve the effectiveness of our com-

munication channels.    We want to determine people's interest in receiving  The Disciple in ei-

ther paper format,  or in paper and digital format.  (We hope to offer additional options in the 

future)  Please answer these questions, and return to the Church Office -- Attention Carl Ander-

son, or email to: arvid0823@gmail.com 

 

Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Zip Code: ____________________________ 

 

1) I have an E-mail account. 

  Yes ________  No________ 

 

(if yes)   E-mail:  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

2) In addition to the current hard copy, I would like to receive an email notification (with a 

link) when the current issue of The Disciple is available online 

 

  Yes ___________  No___________ 

From the History of our Congregation... 

 From 1912-1926, during Mr. Roberts pastorate, Sunday worship was at 10:30 followed 

by Sunday School.  All this was held in the Sanctuary as there were no other buildings at that 

time.  Evening service began with Christian Endeavor at 7:30 p.m., followed by a short devo-

tional service at 8:15.  Prayer meeting was held on Friday evening at 7:30 p.m.  Communion 

was observed quarterly, preceded by a Preparatory service held the Friday evening before. 

 From 1914-1918, during the First World War, the service flag hung by the pulpit with a 

star for each young man in the service. 

 In 1925, the Church was closed for 2 months for decoration of the interior.  The exterior 

had recently been painted so that the renovation was complete.  The Ladies Aid Society helped 

with a liberal donation for the expense. 

 From May, 1949 to February 1950, the pulpit was vacant except for supply each Sunday 

or a prospective candidate.  Fourteen candidates or ministers helped during this period.  The 

Church did suffer during that time, both financially and from lack of interest. 

 Check the history board for pictures of the 1940’s. 

   Dick Hunter, Church Historian 
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Deacon Highlights -  

A great summer was had by all the Deacons.  Though we took a break from meetings 

during the Summer, we did continue our various ministries.  Food Pantry continued as 

usual with a small decrease in the number of bags given out but a steady number of new 

applicants. We do expect an increase in number of bags given out in November due to 

the seasonal employment.  Fran Schiel continues to keep in touch with the congregation 

through the Card Ministry.  Through Loaves and Fishes, we were able to help several 

members of the congregation with home cooked meals.  Please have look at the cur-

rent Informational Brochures rack that Deacon Jill Pagliettini has provided for the con-

gregation to keep us in touch with various local programs.  Of course, please feel free to 

take any one of the brochures. Also wish Jill well as she is soon to be a mother of her 

2nd child. 

Blessings to all 

Deacon Louise Fang 

Food Pantry Hours:  9 a.m. to 11a.m.,  

Next Dates: October 10 & 24; November 14 & 21; December 
12 & 19; 
Volunteers to help load bags on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays from 8-9 a.m. are 

always appreciated.  Call Peter Marsh 845-526-4226  if you would like to 

help out one Saturday. 

 

We again thank Phyllis Cohen and the Social Action Committee of the Yorktown Jewish 

Center for their donation of canned goods and food. 

 
 

Food Pantry Always Needs :   
Instant coffee Tea Cereal  Pasta  Spaghetti sauce 

Peanut butter Soup Cookies Crackers Paper products  

Toothpaste Soap Diapers  Personal hygiene products  

Your monetary contributions are also appreciated.  We “shop” at Food Pantry of Westchester 

where a dollar will buy more food than you can imagine, thanks to government and corporate 

donations. 
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Christian Education 

Church School Chalkboard 
       

Our Church School year has begun!  Thanks to our wonderful staff of volun-

teers and the support of the Church School Committee, the 2009-2010 program 

is off to a great start. 

      We began our Church School year with “How the Bible Came to Be.”  The Bible is the 

most published book ever written!  As a witness to God’s presence, the Bible gives testi-

mony to the relationship between God and the people of Israel in the Old Testament.  It 

then details the incarnation of God in the person of Jesus Christ and the birth of the 

Church in the New Testament.  Whether we believe that every word in the Bible is God’s 

word and every event happened as recorded – or that the Bible somehow reveals God’s 

truth – we know the Bible to be the foundation of our Christian faith. 

     The next unit, “The Psalms,” covers one of the most beloved books of the Bible.  For 

countless generations theses sacred verses have resonated through the hearts and minds of 

the faithful. The timeless nature of this book of prayer and poetry has allowed us to 

glimpse into the faith of our ancestors and still experience the relevance of these scriptures 

in our lives today.  Through the Psalms we enter the Temple with King David, the pit of 

despair with the afflicted, and feel the joy of unending love.  Here we find ourselves at the 

direct intersection of God and the human experience and we know for certain that God’s 

steadfast love endures forever. 

      At the end of the month, commitment cards will be offered to the children in celebra-

tion of Consecration Sunday.  We hope to impress on our children that returning to God a 

portion of what we have is a way of acknowledging and responding to His love.  Giving 

back is an act of trust and love and is a part of our spiritual growth.  These cards can be 

completed and returned to the Church School in early November. 

      Please feel free to visit our Church School bulletin board which is located just off Fel-

lowship Hall.  A schedule of this year's curriculum and center rotations is listed, as is a list 

of our staff. 

      The Church School Committee would like to thank Lynn and Ken Shulman who once 

again hosted our Staff Orientation Breakfast.  It was an informative and tasty morning! 

                        Beth Gruber and Emily Monk *, Church School Superintendents  

*interim 

 

 

Communion Education - Postponed     
The Church School Committee, in deference to the pastoral transition, has decided to 

postpone the  Communion Education Celebration until later in the church school year.  
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Church School Parents Email List 

           There is now a Church School Parents email list.  You may have seen this during the 

Fall 2009 Registration.  This is an email-based system for sending alerts to the church school com-

munity. These alerts can range from weather related cancellations, to program changes and updates 

to schedule changes. This link can be found on the Church School page of the website.  Signing up 

is simple -- just send an email to: 
 FPCY_ChurchSchoolParents+subscribe@googlegroups.com 

and your email address will be added to the list.  

 

Kindergarten Worship Bag Workshop 
On Sunday, October 11, Barbara Humphrey will be conducting a worship bag workshop 

for the kindergarten church school class. We hope that kindergarteners can attend to deco-

rate a bag that they can take to worship service.  Many thanks to Barbara for once again 

running this important workshop.  The children are always very proud of their creations! 

 

 

Adult Education for October and November 
9:30 am in the library-lounge 

The Orthodox Heretic and Other Tales by Peter Rollins 

Book study with Chris Shelton 

This deceptively “simple” book of modern day parables is “not to be read 

quickly, for acquiring information, but to be savored slowly for possible 

transformation.” The author, Peter Rollins, is an Irish philosopher and social justice activ-

ist who challenges Christians to let go of the institutional Church’s trappings and follow 

Christ.  

Sundays, Oct. 4 and 11 

 

Curious about Calvin? 

Discussion with Chris Shelton 

The Presbyterian family traces its roots to a John Calvin, the sixteenth century Reformer.   

Who is this character, and what was it about his theology that birthed a movement?   

Was he all about fire and brimstone, depravity and fear?   

Or was he a passionate theologian of grace and love? 

And, what, if anything, makes his theology relevant today? 

Come meet your long-lost cousin in the faith, John Calvin, and see how his faith might 

just shape yours. 

Sunday, Oct. 18, video biography of Calvin 

Sundays, Oct. 25, Nov. 8, 15 and 22, Chris Shelton will lead our conversation 
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From the church office: 

Thank You To: 
Sally Martin for helping to collate bulletins and do mailings. 

Pat Prauda for help with mailings and bulletins. 

John Prauda for maintaining all the literature in the pew racks in the Sanctuary. 

 

Address changes or corrections: Please call 245-2186 anytime, or write the church office 

now!!  Our email is office@fpcyorktown.org. 

 

Piano Lessons/Organ Lessons 
Simona Frenkel, our Music Director, is offering piano lessons to children 6 years old and up, and organ 

lessons to adults and children 13 years old and up.  Simona holds the M.M. degree in performance and 

Ph.D degree in musicology from Juilliard School and Kiev Conservatory.  Contact Simona for additional 

information at 212-304-9693. 

Baby food jars needed by the Yorktown Presbyterian Preschool.  Please save them for us 

as often as possible.  Just leave them in a bag outside our classrooms (rooms 5 & 7).  We will 

wash them and be ever so grateful! 

 

Reminder:   
1.) Please remember to DRIVE SLOWLY on the unpaved parts of our parking lots. 

2.) Please use plastic trash bags when putting stuff in the dumpster.  Please do not put anything 

in there loose.  It is messy and creates opportunities for rats.  

Hospital Visitations and Prayer Concerns 

 We will be glad to visit you, or your 

family, if you are in the hospital, and also re-

spect your wishes if it turns out that when we 

arrive, it is not to be a good time to visit. But 

YOU need to be sure to tell one of us, or the 

office, when you are in the hospital. We are 

NOT notified by the hospital, nor will they 

give us any details of the reason for your visit. 

The concern for patient’s confidentiality has 

increased dramatically. 

 Along with that concern for confidenti-

ality, all of us need to be careful in sharing 

prayer concerns in the worship on Sunday. Our 

service is public and is often tape-recorded. We 

need to be certain that we have someone’s per-

mission before using their name in the service, 

and even then, to respect their privacy and not 

give out all the details of the illness or the 

treatment. For our prayers it is often enough to 

know that someone is in a particular hospital. If 

you wish to tell one of the pastors more details, 

that should be done after the service in a more 

private setting. We certainly want to continue 

our tradition of caring for each other and up-

holding each other in prayer, but we also need 

to respect each other’s privacy and dignity. 
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